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ISSUES 1 ■ 4 Sold Out Lost Moments Pt 2/2; Interview Courtney, Nicholas- 

Actor Brigt: Power Themes '90 Record Rvw, 


ISSUE 5 (very short supply) £1 0 (USS20) Beauty & 
Beast Book review, Blake 's 7: Book review Avon, A 
Terrible Aspect; Flash - back The Way Back (Ep 1 ) , Dr 
Whor Book review Remem of Daleks; FPCPSutvival- 
Ace (green eyes); Interview Barton, William-Actor 
Midge; Poster Power Daleks-Dr2 (A3 size); Review 
Survivalt; Video review War Games; Star Trek Book 
rev/ewKlingon Gambit; FPCPApple-Vaal & Co; Video 
review Eps 37/38T; Star Trek: Next Generation 
Episode Guide Season 2: 6-1 4; Video review Skin of 
Evil/ Neutral Zone; Starr's 7:The Next Degen- era- 
tiorr Comic Strip 5:Bang!; Survivors. Interview Mc- 
Culloch, lan-Actor, Greg Preston. 

ISSUE 6 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) Dr Who 
FPCP Power Daleks-Dr2 in TARDIS; Feature Dr2 
overview); Feature Longleat 1990 Exhibition Guide; 
Video review s Dalek Invasion Earth, Mind Robber ; 
Moonbase 3 Flashback Departure & Arrival (Ep 1); 
Quantum Leap FPCP Artwork; Review First UK 
showingt; Star Trek Book review Shadow Lord, 
Rules of Engagement; FPCP Journey to Babel-Sarek 
& Aliens; Video reviewEps 39/48); ST: Next Genera- 
tion Book review Metamorphosis; Ep Guide Season 
2: 15-22; TV SF: Book review Encyclopedia TV SF; 
Ultima Zone. Comic Strip 1 . 

ISSUE 7 (short supply) £5 (USS10) Dr Who FPCP 
Power Daleks-Dr2 sees danger; Feature Power of the 
Daleks); Interview Madoc, Philip- Actor, villain; 
Jupiter Moon: FPCP Anna Begani & Victoria 
Frobisher; Feature Cast comments); Out of the Un- 
known Flashback Sucker Bait; Star Trek. Book 
review Prome- theus Design, Pandora Principle; 
Video review Eps 49/50; ST: Next Gen.: Book review 
Gulliver's Fugitives; Ep Guide Season 3: 1-5; FPCP 
Crusher, Dr Beverly (Season 3); Feature Sarek & 
Season 3 update; Interview McFadden, Gates- 
Actress); Ultima Zone. Comic Strip 2. 

ISSUE 8 (short supply) £5 (USS10) Dr Who FPCP 
Power Daleks-Dalek creature; FPCP Brain of Mor- 
bius-Dr & Morbius bust; Inten/iew Dodd, Derek-Set 
Designer/Powerf; Video review Brain of Mor- 
biusf.Five Doctors); Gerry Anderson Book review 
Complete GA Ep Guide; Star Trek Book reviews 
Doctor’s Orders, Spock's World (p/b); FPCP Wolf in 
the Fold; /nferv/ewTheiss, William Ware-Cost. Des.); 
Video review Eps 51/52; ST: Next Generation Ep 
Guide Season 3; 6-12; Interview Theiss, William 
Ware-Cost.Des.); Tom. People (70s). Flashback 


Prisoner. Feature Overview; Red Dwarf Bk review 
Better Than Life; Red Dwarf 3. Ep Guide: Star Trek 
Video review Eps 63/64; ST: Next Gen: Bk review 
Exiles; FPCPBattle-Picard & Ferengi; FeatureFeren- 
gi overview (Seasons 1-3)). 

ISSUE 14 (Bumper Issue, very short supply) £10 
(USS20) Alien Nation (tv). Feature, Avengers Bk 
rev/ewToo Many Targets; Beauty & Beast Interview 
Acovone, Jay-Actor Joe Maxwell DA; Interview Mc- 
Hattie, Stephen- Actor Gabriel); Blake's 7: Interview 
Croucher, Brian-Actor Travis#2; Dr Who FPCP 
Leisure Hive-Costume Design Romana; Feature Ace 
retrospective; Poster Rememb Daleks-Ace,Dr7 (A3 
size); Hudson, June Interview Dr Who, B’s 7, Sur- 
vivors (Cost Des)); Moondiat. Video review. New 
Avengers Video review Eagle's Nest/Gladiators; 
Quatermass 4: Flashback Part 1/2 (& col pic); Star 
Cops Ep Guide Complete series); Star Trek Bk 
review Home is the Hunter; Feature Androids); Fea- 
ture BBC Season 1 cuts; Video review Eps 65/66; ST: 
Next Gen: FPCPBrothers-DrNoonianSoong; FPCP 
Worf (Season 1); Feature Androids; Interview Dorn, 
Michael- Actor Worf Pt 1 12): Times lip. Ep Guide Com- 
plete series (& colour pic); Twilight Zone (orig) 
Video review Vols 1,2 & 8. 

ISSUE 15 (short supply) £5 (US$10) Beauty & 
Beast Bk review Above and Below; Blake 's 7: Video 
review Eps 1-8; Dr Who Feature Curse of Fenric- 
making video; Prisoner Bk review Prisoner (transla- 
tion of French Bk); Quatermass 4: FPCP Quater- 
mass after Wembley Stadium; Flashback Part 2/2); 
Red Dwarf 4 FPCP Holly; /nferv/ewKryten.Rimmer 
& Holly); Star Trek Bk review Demons; Feature Ad- 
vert for Power Gen shares; Video review Eps 67/70; 
ST: Next Gen: Ep Guide Season 4:1-6; FPCP Hol- 
low Pursuits-Picard as Cavalier; Feature Holodeck); 
Interview Dorn, Michael- Actor Worf Pt 2/2. 

ISSUE 16 (very short supply) £10 (USS20 
Avengers Interview Macnee, Patrick-Actor Steed); 
Beauty & Beast Bk rev/ewMasques; Dr Who FPCP 
Davison, Peter with Cyberman b’hind; Interview 
Davison, Peter-Actor Dr5); Video review Krotons; 
Video review Curse of Fenric (extended); Doom- 
watch Flashback Iron Doctor; Star Trek Bk review 
Ghost-Walker; Video review Eps 71/72; ST: Next 
Gen: Bk review Fortune’s Light; Ep Guide Season 4: 
7-12; FPCPIcarus Factor-Klingon;.FeafureKlingons; 
/nferv/ewFrakes, Jonathan- Di recting Offsprng; Inter- 


Guide Season 1: Eps 9-16; Star Cops. FPCP 
Astronaut on Mars; Flashback Little Green Men & 
Other Martians); Star Trek Bk reviews Flag Full of 
Stars, Crisis on Centaurus; Bk review Prime Directive; 
Video reviewEps 75/76; ST:NextGen. Feature Con- 
spiracy-BBC cuts); Interview Curry, Dan & Ron 
Moore-SFX Pt 1/3). 

ISSUE 19 Blake’s 7. BkreviewTechnical Manual; In- 
terview Tuddenham, Peter-Voice Zen/Orac...; Dr 
Who FPCP Celestial Toy- maker-Steven & Dodo; 
Flashback Mission to the Unknown; Interview Lane, 
Jackie-Actress, Dodo); Joe 90. Video review Vol 7; 
Robin of Sherwood Video review Greatest Enemy; 
Space 1999 Ep Guide Season 1: Eps 17-24; Star 
Trek Video review Eps 77/79; ST: Next Gen: Bk 
review Vendetta; FPCP Filming model of Enterprise; 
/nferv/ewCurry, Dan & Ron Moore-SFX Pt 2/3); Twin 
Peaks Series overview); V Video reviewMini-series 
release. 

ISSUE 20 Adam Adamant Lives!: Video review 
Vintage Year/Death 1000 Faces; Anderson, Sylvia 
Interview From Twizzle to Space 1999); Dr Who. Bk 
review Time- wyrm:1:Genysyr ss; interview Nathan- 
Tumer, John-Years tapes; Video review Hartnell & 
Troughton Years: Moonbase 3. Flashback Be- 
hemoth; Robin of Sherwood Video review Herne’s 
Son; Star Cops Video review Complete series; Star 
Trek Bk reviews Renegade, Triangle; ST: Next Gen: 
Ep Guide Season 4: 13-18; FPCPLegacy-Rikerhold- 
ing Yar’s sister; Interview Curry, Dan & Ron Moore® 
SFX Pt 3/3); Thunderbirds FPCP Lady Penelope in 
manor, full cost.; Twilight Zone (orig) Bk review 
Visions of The Twilight Zone; 

ISSUE 21 Abineri, John Interview Actor-Dr 
Who, Robin Sherwood); Blake's 7 FPCP Servalan; 
/nferv/ewPearce.Jacqueline-Actrss Servalan); Video 
reviewEps 17-20; Dr Who Bk review Battlefield; In- 
terview Hodgson, Brian & Dick Mills-Snd FX; Video 
review Three Doctors; Video review Masque of 
Mandragora; Max Headroom Flashback Channel 4 
pilot; Robin of Sherwood FPCP Heme the Hunter; 
ST: Next Gen: Ep Guide Season 4: 19-26; FPCP 
Suddenly Human-Picard & Jono; Interview Stillwell, 
Eric-SciptCo-Ord); 

ISSUE 22 Alphacon, the Video Video review 
Fanderson's Space:1999 overview; Chimera FPCP 
Chad in tree; Interview Gallagher, Stephen-Author); 
Dr Who Bk review Timewyrm:2:Exodus; Dominick 
Hide Video review Flipside and Another Flip...; 
Brakes, Jonathan. Interview Next Gen-during 
Season 4 Next G); Hancock, Prentis Interview Actor 
- Dr Who,Space:1999; Parker Lewis Can't Lose 
FPCP Ms Musso and Parker; Feature ); Red Dwarf 
4: Ep Guide, Robin of Sherwood Video review 
Power of Albion to Sheriff of Not); Space 1999 Inter- 
view Hancock, Pretis- Actor; Star Trek Bk review 


Slaves of Jedikiah; Ultima Zone Comic Strip 3. 
ISSUE 9 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) Blake's 
7: FPCP Avon and Cally; Interview Darrow, Paul- 
Actor Avon); Captain Scarlet..: Bk review #1; 
Children of Stones Flash- back Pt 1/2; Dr Who 
FPCP Attack of Cybermen-Cyberman; Feature 
Cybermen); Interview Tamm, Mary-Actress com- 
panion; Star Trek Bk review Black Fire; Video review 
Eps 53/54; ST: Next Gen: Bk review Doomsday 
World; Ep Guide Season 3: 13-19; FPCP Measure of 
Man-Riker & Data’s arm; Feature Lost first season 
story; Video review Season 2 Rental #1 & ‘sell-thru’); 
Thunderbirds Bk reviewCalling Thunderbirds (#2). 
ISSUE 1 0 (very short supply) £1 0 (USS20) Children 
of Stones: Flashback Pt 2/2; Dr Who Bk review Mis- 
sion to Magnus; FPCPResurrection Daleks-Dalek; In- 
terview Martin, John Scott-’Lord' Dalek); Video 
review Web Planet; Quantum Leap Bk review The 
Beginning; Star Trek Bk reviews Killing Time, Lost 
Years; Video review Eps 55/56; ST: Next Gen: Ep 
Guide Season 3: 20-26; Video review Season 2 Ren- 
tal #2 (Q Who/Emissary); Timeslip FPCP Russell, 
Iris-Actress, Liz’s mother; Feature Overview/ inter- 
view Pt 1/2); UFO FPCP Ed Straker; Series over- 
view). 

ISSUE 11 (short supply) £5 (US$10) Dr Who Fea- 
ture Recording BSB Weekend); Video review 
Dominators; Quantum Leap Bk review Ghost and 
the Gumshoe; Red Dwarf 1: Ep Guide ; Robin of 
Sherwood FPCP Praed, Michael; FlashbackSwords 
of Way- land); Star Trek Bk reviews Tears of the 
Singers, Pawns and Symbols; Video review Eps 
57/60; ST: Next Gen: Bk review Eyes of the Be- 
holders; Interview De Lancie, John- Actor Q; Poster 
Artwork of Enterprise (A3); Timeslip. Feature Over- 
view/interview Pt 2/2. 

ISSUE 1 2 (very short supply) £10 (US$20) Dr Who 

Bk review Ghost Light; Bk review Survival; FPCP Ark 
in Space-Dr 4 with yo-yo; Feature Lost Moments-Pt 
1/2); Inter- v/ewShaban, Neil-Actor Sil: Flash FPCP 
Flash, The; Feature Series preview); Red Dwarf 2 
Ep Guide: Space 1999 FPCPEarlhbound-Kaldorian 
ship in dock; Flashback Earthbound); Star Trek Bk 
review Enemy Unseen: Bk review Mindshadow; Video 
review Eps 61/62; ST: Next Gen: Bk review En- 
counter at Farpoint; Interview Zimmerman, Herman- 
Designer. 

ISSUE 13 Blake's 7. FPCP Redemption- Jenna & 
Blake; Flashback Redemption); Dr Who Bk review 
Curse of Fenric; FPCP Battlefield-Brigadier; Feature 


v/ewLauriston, Peter-Video Effects. 

ISSUE 1 7 Blake's 7: Video review Eps 9-1 2; Dr Who 
FPCP Rememb Daleks-Ace in front of wall; Interview 
Aldred, Sophie-Actress Ace); Video review Planet of 
Spiders; Video review City of Death; Space 1999 Ep 
Guide Season 1 : Eps 1-8; StarTrek Bkreview Mutiny 
on the Enterprise; Video review Eps 73/74; ST: Next 
Gen: Bk review Contamination; FPCP Menage a 
Troi-Lwaxana Troi; Feature Romu- Ians; Interview 
Sackett, Susan-Writr Menage.. Troi); Thunderbirds 
Video review Vol 1 5 (Path Destructn/Alias Mr H); 
Time Machine Flashback 1949 BBC play; Tripods 
FPCP Will in environment suit; Feature Series over- 
view). 

ISSUE 18 Beauty & Beast Bk review Song of Or- 
pheus; Blake's 7: Video review Eps 13-16; Boucher, 


Legacy; ST: Next Gen: Bk review Boogeymen; 
FPCP First Contact-Riker & loving nurse; Tripods 
Feature Lost third sason. 

FPCP = Full-page Colour Picture 
) indicates colour feature 

All issues cost £1.95 (US $4.50) apart from Spe- 
cials and those issues marked other- wise. 
Postage and packing costs 60p for one copy and 
20p for each additional copy. Overseas requests 
should be paid in British Sterling or USA dollars. Over- 
seas postage is £1 .00 (US $2) EACH for surface or 
£1.50 (US$3) EACH airmail. Cheques and Postal 
Orders should be mde payable to “Visual Imagina- 
tion Limited”. Post to: 


Chris Interview Blake’s 7, Dr Who-Pt 1/2; Dr Who: 
Feature New Bk series-Timewyrm; Poster Five Doc- 
tors-f un at photocal I . . (A3 ) ; Doomwatch Video review 
Plastic/Rat/Red Sky/Killed T Wren; Space 1999 Ep 


Back Issues, Visual Imagination Limited, PO Box 

371, LONDON, SW14 BJL 

Please allow 28 days for UK delivery 


•d»e 

Please send me the following issues of TV Zone: 

I enclose a cheque/ PO payable to ‘Visual Imagination Ltd’. Amount (inc P&P) £ 
Or charge my Visa / Access / Mastercharge No. *\ Expiry date 


Signature (for card payments) 

Name: 

Address: 


Postcode/ Zipcode 

Send completed form (or copy) to: Back Issues, Visual Imagination Limited, PO Box 371, London SW14 8JL, ENGLAND 










News 


A larger version of our acclaimed round-up 

of news and events affecting the TV Zone... 

4 

Mark Eden 


The actor takes us from his role as Marco q 

Polo in Doctor Who to a very different role O 

in The Prisoner 

Letters 

Comments, ideas and criticisms from our 

postbag 

Space: 1999 

12 

We complete our episode guide to this 

series with the second season 

15 

Doctor Who at 30 - Poster #3 


We continue our celebration of the 30 

years Doctor Who has been with us with 
the third of our special series of posters 

Reviews 

20 


Books: Star Trek’s Grounded, The Red r\ r\ 

Dwarf Programme Guide, Doctor Who’s 22 
The Pit 

Videos: Sapphire and Steel: Adventure 5, 

Randall & Hopkirk (Deceased). Vol 5, 

Man in A Suitcase: Vols 1&2, Doctor Who. 

Image of the Fendahl 

Fast Forward: Doctor Who; Damrons, 

Supercar: Vol 4, The Return of the Saint. 
Volumes 1 and 2 

Ace of Wands 

Our Fantasy Flashback this issue is back to r\ 

the early 1970s and the episode Nightmare 2 *3 
Gas 


Klingon Revolutionary 

Barbara March talks to 7Y Zone about her 

role as the Klingon Lursa in The Next 
Generation and Deep Space Nine 

The Man from UNCLE 



As all the strange affairs unravel on British 

tv screens each week we take a look at the 
series’ history 


The Next Generation 



Cliff Bole concludes his directing tour of O /T 

the Trek world, including Spock’s return 2\) 


Front Cover: Spock moves to Star Trek: The Next Generation in Unification 



| Editorial 


Yes, another jam-packed issue waiting to be 
read, and our second new-look issue. We have 
had some very kind letters about the changes 
made, so many thanks to the many of you who 
wrote in. 

Good news for UK fans ot Science Fiction this 
issue with some new additions to the satellite 
channel BSky One. At this rate, British readers 
will be able to keep up to date with what’s 
happening in the States almost as it happens. 
We’ve also had some letters asking which 
Quantum Leap episode was featured on last 
issue’s cover. It was from the episode The Curse 
of Ptah Hotep. Intriguing... 

The next issue will published 29 th April, 
followed by our next Special. 

Jan Vincent-Rudzki 

TV Zone Issue 41 April 1993. (ISSN: 0957-3844) Editor Jan Vincent-Rudzki, 
Assistant Editor David Richardson, Production Assistants Nicholas Briggs, 
Rosemary Howe, Deanne Holding Contributors Mark Chappell, Stuad Clark! 
Matthew Cooke, Richard Houldsworth, Dominic May, Joe Nazzaro, James 
Phillips, Andrew Pixley and Edwin Yau. Publisher Stephen Payne, Editorial 
Address: TV Zone, Visual Imagination Limited, PO Box 371, London SW14 
8JL. Fax: 081 876 9455. All letters, articles and photographs for possible 
publication are welcome. We will return items if an SAE is included but no 
responsibility can be undedaken for loss or damage. For subscription information 
see back cover, Advedising rates on application to the Editorial Address or 
telephone 081 878 5486 and ask for ‘TV Zone adveds'. Distribution: Comag, 
Tavistock Road, West Drayton, Middlesex UB7 7QE. Tel: 0895 444055. Printed 
by SouthemPrint 
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Moonbase 3 
Deep Space Nine and 

Thursday April 29 lh Best of Both 
Worlds, Friday April 30 lh The 



Stuart Clark and Edwin You 

Dropped 

Colin Cant, director of this 
year’s Russell T Davis serial 
Century Falls, has reportedly 
been dropped by Children's 
BBC for persistently overspend- 
ing his programme budgets. 

Cant is regarded as a perfection- 
ist, who likes to ensure that the 
desired image and effect is 
achieved on his programmes re- 
gardless of cost. He was behind 
the cameras for two of the more 
atmospheric and ambitious BBC 
children’s dramas of recent 
years: Dark Season and Moon- 
dial. The BBC’s decision is a 
noteworthy indicator of the way 
the creative process currently op- 
erates within the Corporation as 
is the decision not to adapt any 
further Diana Wynne Jones 
books after Archer’s Goon, 
which despite healthy ratings 
and a BAFTA nomination, was 
not considered an artistic suc- 
cess as it required heavy editing 
to fit the allocated number of epi- 
sodes. Some have observed that 
it was this very problem that ac- 
tually made it so watchable. 
Cant’s position was perhaps 
made untenable when he failed 
to be appointed the post cur- 
rently occupied by producer 
Richard Callanan. 

A project that would have suited 
Cant, Earthfast by William 
Mayne, is to be directed by Mar- 
ilyn Fox (The Return of the 
Psammead/Archer’s Goon). 
“Rarely has the supernatural 
been so weird” is how The 
Guardian has described this Ar- 
thurian tale of Time travel. 

Police Still Go? 

Since last issue, TV Zone has 
spoken to Gerry Anderson, who 
claims that the media reporting 
of the BBC’s supposed with- 
drawal of funding from Space 
Police was incorrect. The true 
situation is that the series is still 
in development and that the 
BBC has neither yet fully comm- 
issioned a series nor withdrawn 
from the project. By the time 
this issue is on sale, there may 


Moonbase 3, the six-part 50 
minute series from 1973 -■ — and 
purged by the BBC — which 
Doctor Who producer Barry 
Letts and script editor Terrance 
Dicks created and produced, is 
on its way back to the BBC Ar- 
chives. It has been recovered in 
full from Fox Television in its 
original digital PAL colour for- 
mat. The discovery arose when 
the US cable network The Sci-Fi 
Channel broadcast some part of 
the series. No doubt BBC Video 
awaits its return with interest. 
BSkyB has announced that it 
has acquired the television rights 
to Deep Space Nine. The series 
will start in May on Sky One, on 
a weekly basis. 

Also purchased is Young Indi- 
ana Jones and The Untouch- 
ables. 

Sky’s Head of Programming, 
David Elstein, said, “Sky is com- 
mited to acquiring the best pro- 
gramming for its viewers. These 
shows are currently among the 
most exciting productions in the 
international market and will 
play a vital part on the evolution 
of the Sky One schedule.” 
According to its Press Office, 
BSkyB has also successfully pur- 
chased the remainder of Season 
4, plus Seasons 5 and 6 of Star 
Trek: The Next Generation, 
and will be screening the epi- 
sodes on the current daily week- 
day basis. Transmission 
arrangements are presently 


well have been major publicity 
over Gerry’s new production, 
distribution and merchandising 
company which is expected to 
be launched in mid-March. 

More details when available. In 
the meantime, work in Russia on 
GFI continues. 

Whokay Gold 

Despite a schedule that looks as 
if the Sunday omnibus of Doc- 
tor Who is to disappear from 
UK Gold, the position is that 
while the 1 1 ,30pm screenings 
catch up with the stories already 
seen as omnibus versions, there 
will be no ‘new’ Who on the 
channel. As from 18 th April, the 
Sunday omnibus returns with 
The Curse of Peladon, followed 
by The Sea Devils and Carnival 


Hit’ll Ground (out of sequence), 
Monday 3 ld May Season 4 be- 
gins with Best of Both Worlds, 
Part II and then continues with 
Family, Brothers etc. The chan- 
nel is aware of the links between 
ST:TNG and DS9, but has 


of Monsters. UK Gold has as- 
sured TV Zone that in due course 
The Ambassadors of Death and 
Inferno will be screened. 

Audiences 

This issue surveys the ratings 
from the start of the year to mid 
February. 

Star Trek has continued to be 
the most consistently watched 
long-running series in the cult 
field with a high of 4.78 million 
(20% of the available audience) 
but has sometimes fallen as low 
as 3.76m (15%). The Addams 
Family, The Man from UN- 
CLE and Stingray all per- 
formed well varying from 2.60 
to 3. 1 1 m and invariably beat 
Doctor Who: Genesis of the 
Daleks , the first five episodes of 


Sky One 

treated them as separate entities 
both from a purchasing and 
scheduling point of view. Re 
ST:TNG, BSkyB says the BBC 
has also also purchased the fur- 
ther episodes, but that BSkyB is 
not constrained by their agree- 
ment as to when they can screen 
their episodes. 


which achieved 2.24, 2.24, 2.33, 
2.12 and 2.28 and 2.28m with 
part six failing to make the BBC- 
2 Top 30. 

Northern Exposure returned in 
mid-January averaging 2.5m, 
while the two adventure game 
shows, The Crystal Maze and 
Cyberzone attracted similar size 
audiences, Cyberzone hitting a 
high of 3.14m (14%) and Maze 
3.65m (16%). Only one show 
has increased its ratings each 
week during the period and that 
is The Invaders, starting at 

I . 86m and growing to 2.59m. 
The two Sherlock Holmes films 
both achieved high figures with 
The Last Vampire obtaining 

I I . 87 (24th place overall) and 
The Eligible Bachelor slipping 
to 10.28m. 

On the film front The Abyss 
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Video Update - The Story So Far 

(Please note: The list is subject to change) 

April 

5th Doctor Who: Terror of the Autons (re-coloured) 

Silver Nemesis/The Making of... 

April/May 

ST:TNG: Time’s Arrow, Part 11/Realm of Fear 



Man of the People/Relics 
Schisms/T rue Q 

Rascals/A Fistful of Datas 

May 


4th 

Doctor Who: Vengeance on Varos 
Survivors: The Fourth Horseman/Genesis 
Gone Away/Corn Dolly 

June 

7th 

Doctor Who: The Keeper of Traken 

The Invasion (doublepack) 

ST:DS9: Emissary 

Doctor Who: The Silurians (re-coloured) 

July 


ST:DS9: Episodes 2-5 

August 

ST:TNG: 2 releases Season 6 

ST:DS9: 4 episods 


September + 

On a monthly basis two cassettes of ST:TNG and one cassette 
of ST:DS9 will be released until season's end. 

Whispers suggest CIC might have brought forward the date of 
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine’s pilot, Emissary to April 15 . No 
official confirmation as yet. 


managed to win 33% of the audi 
ence (7.01m) and the repeat 
showings of Star Trek IV and 
Truly, Madly Deeply realized 
9.68m and 3.5 1 m respectively. 
The most successful children’s 
drama has been The Return of 
the Psammead. 

The satellite channels have per- 
formed interestingly. The Next 
Generation continues to do re- 
spectably even with the re-runs, 
but hit a high of 0.58m at the 
end of the third season. 

Forthcoming 

My TV Heroes, as reported last 
month, will commence airing on 
BBC I during April. It is now 
known that both Doctor Who 
and Crossroads are two sub- 
jects that will be featured in the 
10-minute films introduced by 


Danny Baker. 

With the success of The Crystal 
Maze on Channel 4 and now Cy- 
berzone on BBC 2, BSkyB is 
developing Scavengers with 
Twentieth Television, “the 
world's first Sci-Fi, Space-them- 
ed action adventure television se- 
ries”, and plans to premiere it on 
Sky One. A permanent set cost- 
ing 2 million will be construct- 
ed. The format involves four 
contestants boarding a Space sta- 
tion seeking to retrieve valuable 
materials discarded during a se- 
ries of galactic wars. Cash prizes 
will be awarded at the end of 
each episode. When sold abroad, 
the show will be tailored to any 
country and time slot by refor- 
matting into 30, 60 or 90-minute 
programmes. 

Australian production company 
Crawfords has been producing a 


Book Update - The Story So Far 

(Please note: The list is subject to change) 

April 

1 5th Doctor Who: Deceit (Peter Darvill-Evans) 

Meglos/The Face of Evil (reprint) 

The Mark of Mandragora Graphic Novel 
ST:TNG: The Star Lost Graphic Novel 
22nd ST 59: The Starship Trap (Mel Gilden) £3.99 
May 

12th Star Trek Compendium (Allan Asherman) £8.99 
20th Doctor Who: Lucifer Rising 

(Andrew Lane and Jim Mortimer) 
Enemy... World/Carnival.. Monsters 
The Scripts: Ghost Light 
STTNG 26: The Romulan Prize 

(Simon Hawke) £3.99 

June 

17th Doctor Who: White Darkness (David Mclntee) 

: Time Warrior/Keeper Traken (reprint) 

24th ST 60: Windows on a Lost World (V E Mitchell) £3.99 

July 

15th ST: The Galactic Whirlpool (David Gerrold) £3.99 

— Doctor Who: Shadowmind (Chris Bulis) 

: Power of the Daleks (John Peel) 

August 

1 9th ST 61 : From the Depths (Victor Milan) £3.99 

— Doctor Who: Birthright (Nigel Robinson) 

Evil of the Daleks (John Peel) 

September 

16th Star Trek Lives ! (Jacqueline Lichtenberg, 

Sondra Marshak & Joan Winston) £4.99 
23rd STTNG 27: Guises of the Mind (Rebecca Neason) 
Doctor Who: Invasion/Silver Nemesis (reprint) 

Iceberg (David Banks) 

October 

20th ST 62: The Great Starship Race (Diane Carey) £3.99 

— Doctor Who: Bloodheat (Jim Mortimer) 

Robots of Death/Leisure Hive (reprint) 
Time Frame (David Howe) 

November 

1 5th ST : The Price of the Phoenix 

(Sondra Marshak & Myrna Culbreath) £3.99 

— Doctor Who: The Dimension Riders (Daniel Blythe) 

— Doctor Who: 6th Doctor Handbook 

(Howe/Stammers/Walker) 

December 

12th STTNG 28: Here There Be Dragons (John Peel) 
Doctor Who: The Left Handed Hummingbird 

(Kate Orman) 


1994 

January 

Doctor Who: Conundrum (Andrew Lyons) 

February 

— Doctor Who: Anarchy in the UK (Paul Cornell) 

Doctor Who: New Adventures are priced at £3.99, reprints 
£3.50. The Mark of Mandragora will retail at £5.99. Other books 
are still to be priced. 


children’s Sci-Fi drama series ti- 
tled Half Way Across the Gal- 
axy and Turn Left. 

MCA TV is behind Danger 
Theatre, which spoofs various 
adventure series from the 1970s. 
The company will internation- 
ally market the project this year. 

Animation 

The BBC has purchased the UK 
transmission rights to Lightyear 
Entertainment’s The Snow 
Queen based on Hans Christian 
Andersen’s classic fairy tale as 
part of a series. Stories to Re- 


member. It is the first US- Rus- 
sian animation collaboration 
since the 1930s. Sigourney 
Weaver will be the narrator. 
Gripping the UK video market 
is the Japanese animation art 
form known as manga, which lit- 
erally translates as ‘comics’. A 
dedicated video label. Manga 
Video, was founded last year 
and releases to date include Do- 
minion Tank Police - Acts III 
& IV, Project A-Ko. Odin and 
Venus Wars. 

Australian company Unlimited 
Energee has developed a fast 
and inexpensive way of creating 
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computer animation, claiming 
90% of the quality of Disney’s 
system. Using only off-the-shelf 
software and AppleMac comput- 
ers, the company has completed 
the first of 1 3 editions of Inter- 
national Family Classics, based 
on children's stories. 

A 26 half-hour spin-off series 
from forthcoming movie Blinky 
Bill (the most ambitious anima- 
tion feature to date from Yoram 
Gross Studios) went into pre- 
production last year and has 
been pre-sold to the BBC. The 
lead character is a koala and the 
series will feature sundry other 
Aussie creatures including the 
bunyip and duck-billed platypus. 
Independent TV producer 
Sleepy Kids has won exclusive 
rights to make the Duchess of 
York’s creation, Budgie the 
Helicopter, into a series with as- 
sociated spin-off merchandising. 
The stories concern the adven- 
tures of a little helicopter, which 
rushes around rescuing people. 

CD-I 

CD-based television products 
are beginning to come into their 
own. Due to the time limitation 
of 74 minutes of video pictures 
per optical CD, the home video 
cassette recorder may not be 
threatened. However, in the area 
of interactive television, there is 
huge potential. Currently, televi- 
sion viewing is, in the main, a 
passive experience. Only occa- 
sionally, for example when vot- 
ing for A Song for Europe 
(God forbid!) or donating to a 
Telethon, do viewers react im- 
mediately to programmes they 
are watching. CD-I (Compact 
Disc-Interactive) is the first sys- 
tem, which has had a feature 
film purpose-made for it. This is 
Voyeur starring Robert Culp 

The updated Star Trek 
Compendium, now 
containing material from 
Star Trek VI 
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Trek Update 

(Please note: The list is subject to change, Paramount satellite uplink dates are given first) 

A period of repeats is coming up, so liitle new information, except that we understand that Season 7 
of The Next Generation looks more certain. Patrick Stewart has reportedly signed for another sea- 
son. 

Deep Space Nine 

(1 3 March) Sore Losers is now titled Move Along Home 
(20 March) Friends and Foes is now titled The Nagus. 

(24 Apr) Vortex-. Odo travels through the wormhole in search of his origin. 


Quantum Leap Update 

The BBC’s screening of Quantum Leap continues with: 

Hurricane Sam is a deputy sherrif of a Mississippi town, hunting a killer while trying to survive another 
killer... hurricane Camille. 

Justice Sam is a member of the Klu Klux Klan, who must save the life of a young civil rights leader try- 
ing to register black voters. . 

Permanent Wave Scott Bakula makes his directorial debut when Sam leaps into Frank Bianca, a hair- 
stylist, and must prevent the death of a young murder witness. 

Raped It’s up to Sam to try to bring a rapist to justice in when he leaps into a young woman who has 
been raped, and must press charges against the young man — the son of the pillar of the community. 

The Wrong Stuff The fates make a monkey out of Sam when he leaps into Bobo, an astro-chimp who 
must avoid succumbing to the experiments of an Air Force neurologist. 

Dreams Sam finds himself as a detective investigating a gruesome murder. He may be next if he doesn’t 
find out who eviscerated the victim, and the horrific flashbacks he’s experiencing don’t help matters 
either. 

A Single Drop of Rain would stop a devastating drought for a small town, but can Sam can live up to the 
claims of Billy Beaumont, the rain-maker he leaps into? Not only must he make it rain, he must keep 
Billy f s family together in the process. 

Unchained Sam and a fellow convict named Boone escape from a chain gang. 

The Play’s The Thing Sam leaps into a young actor in love with an older, aspiring actor, and Sam must 
help get her career on track. 

Meanwhile, for Season 5, producer Don Bellisario is writing the final episode of the season, saying that 
it will be the most unusual and bizarre Quantum Leap you will ever see. Bellisario himself will make a 
cameo appearance. 

Nothing is known about the plot at this time, though it will feature characters from previous episodes, 
explain partially who or what has been leaping Sam around, and why, and have a three hankie ending. 


and Grace Zabriskie and pro- 
duced by David Lynch’s Propa- 
ganda Films, which is about the 
dubious secrets of a powerful 
former astronaut and possible 
presidential candidate and his 
family. Shot using a combina- 
tion of 3D graphics sets with ac- 
tors shot against a blue screen, 
the footage has been digitized to 
allow the viewer to become a 
character within the story. Thus 
one can decide which rooms to 
go into, which characters to fol- 
low and whether to take part in 
the narrative. The disc will be re- 
leased in the US later in the year. 

Shorts 

US cable network The Sci-Fi 
Channel, which now reaches 1 1 
million homes, launches its own 
home video label this month 
commencing with a two-video 
package for Doctor Who’s 30th 
anniversary. This takes the form 
of a three-hour retrospective 
costing $29.95. At this stage it is 
not known whether this is some- 


thing totally different to BBC 
Video product or is perhaps a re- 
packaging of The Tom Baker 
Years tapes. It is intended that 
this new video label will eventu- 
ally feature original program- 
ming created by the channel. 

The BBC is to hold back the 
screening of Red Dwarf VI un- 
til around September, despite 
the final episode’s recording on 
27 Ih March. No doubt the delay 
is to capitalize on the higher 
viewing figures normally achiev- 
able in the Autumn season. 
Captain Scarlet may be 
launched on BBC2 imminently 
replacing Stingray in the Friday 
6pm slot. However, the BBC of- 
ficially has it scheduled for the 
end of June. All will be revealed 
in the fullness of time 
The Sylvester McCoy Who re- 
peat was about to be chosen as 
TV Zone went to press. Defi- 
nitely a four-parter, the choice 
seems to fall between The Great- 
est Show in the Galaxy or The 
Curse of Fenric if the BBC’s se- 
lector fails to have her way with 


Remembrance of the Daleks. 

May l sl will see the launch of 
UK Today, a general entertain- 
ment channel that will be exclu- 
sive to cable. Daytime 
programming will be predomi- 
nantly female orientated with an 
evening service tailored more 
for masculine tastes. 

Cult television in the video mar- 
ket continues to thrive in Austra- 
lia. Red Dwarf IV: Camille 
entered the sell-through video 
chart at number one at the end 
of January with Doctor Who: 
Shada repeating the trick the fol- 
lowing week, while Blake’s 7, 
Doctor Who: The Aztecs and 
The Star Trek Triplepack 
have also been top sellers. 

C1C Video have asked us to in- 
form 7Y Zone readers that at pre- 
sent there are no plans to release 
War of the Worlds on video. 
Also, slip cases will not be used 
for Star Trek: The Next Gen- 
eration and Star Trek tapes 
“definitely not for the next year 
or so”. 
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Doctor Who Death 

Sadly, we report this month another death in the world of Doctor 
Who. 

Jacqueline Hill, who played Barbara Wright in the earliest days 
of the series, died on February 1 8 th . Only 62, she lost a long bat- 
tle against cancer, and is survived by her husband, film and tele- 
vision director Alvin Ratoff, daughter Sasha and son John Dmitri. 

She will probably be most remembered for her role as school- 
teacher Barbara Wright, kidnapped with fellow teacher Ian 

Chesterton by the then mysterious Time-travelling Doctor. Her 
character was particularly strong, even to the extent of forcing 
the Doctor to change his ways after saving everyone's lives in 
the third story. Inside the Ship. However, as the series progressed 
the Time-travllers became good friends, creating an almost ‘fam- 
ily’ atmosphere in the TARDIS. 

She left the series in 1965, and always had fond memories of the 
series. After her departure she spent most of her time with her 
family. 

She appeared in the BBC Shakespeare series as Lady Capulet in 
Romeo and Juliet, and then in Doctor Who again as a villainess 
acting against Tom Baker and Lalla Ward in the 1980 story 

Meglos. 

Her career before Doctor Who included theatre and many tv 
plays, including Rod Serling s Requien for A Heavyweight oppo- 
site Sean Connery. The Stage reported that her beauty was com- 
pared with RADA classmate Joan Collins, but that Jacqueline 

Hill was always considered more aloof and more regal. 

Film roles included The Blue Parrot, which was recently shown 
on UK Gold. 

Left: Jacqueline Hill as Barbara Wright pmobbbc 


Alien Return 

When it became obvious that 
Fox Television were not going 
to order a second season of 
Alien Nation a rescue attempt 
was planned so that the cliff- 
hanger could be resolved in a 
two hour film — and then fur- 
ther two hour movies could ad- 
vance the series. That idea was 
stopped by Fox executives and 
the series has existed in a state 
of limbo ever since. With the 
start of the Sci-Fi Channel in 
America, however, comes the 
latest glimmer of hope. Fox and 
the new genre cable channel 
have met and discussed the pos- 
sibility of reviving the series for 
first run on the Sci-Fi Channel. 
However, any new series may 
be a way off yet since negotia- 
tions are tentative. 

In the meantime, a line of Alien 
Nation novels is to be issued by 
Pocket Books in America. No 
word of an English publisher 
buying the rights — so start 
checking the specialist SF shops 
for imports! Eight novels will be 
issued over the course of the 
next two and a half years. Some 
will be original stories and oth- 
ers will be adaptations of the ex- 
isting scripts that would have 
continued the show on television. 


First up is The Day of Descent 
by Judith and Garfield Reeves- 
Stevens. It is set before the tele- 
vision series and film, and deals 
with the Newcomer's arrival to 
the planet Earth. Dark Horizon 
is by KW Jeter and novelizes the 
cliff-hanging last episode of the 
first season — and the cone I u 
sion that was never filmed. Body 
and Soul by Pater David takes a 
look at the Cathy/Sikes relation- 
ship. Change is by Barry B 
Longyear and shows George 
having a very real, male mid-life 
crisis. Passing Fancy by David 
Spenser deals with Newcomers 
having extensive surgery to try 
and pass themselves off as hu- 
man. Slag Like Me is also by 
Barry B Longyear and turns the 
tables by having a human jour- 
nalist going undercover to pass 
himself off as a Newcomer to 
see how bad prejudice is. Ex- 
treme Prejudice by LA Graf has 
Sikes and Fransisco going to 
Pittsburgh on a case where prac- 
tically no one has seen a New- 
comer before. The final book on 
the list is Cross of Blood by KW 
Jeter which again deals with the 
Cathy/Sikes relationship and 
also contains hints that perhaps 
humans and Newcomers can in- 
terbreed. If these books are suc- 
cessful more will follow. 


John riTiON 

/Sookl £ Aiafayuie* 

★ OFFERS ★ 

Star Trek Next Generation, Dr Who, 
Classic Star Trek, Avengers, 

Blokes 7, Horror, Fantasy 
Films, Prisoner, Anderson 
merchandise including 
Videos, Books, Photos, Toys, Models, 
Gomes, CD's. Cassettes 
Trading Cords 

One of the widest selections offered by 
Mail Order ANYWHERE. 

Latest FREE CATALOGUE available now 

Send a First Class Stamp (USA $3.00 cash. Australia 
/New Zealand £5.00 cash/Europe 5 D M. Elsewhere 
£3.00 in Sterling Money Order or 4 IRO 

VISA / ACCESS ACCEPTED 

SEE WHAT YOUR MISSING 

JOHN FUTON (BOOKS & MAGAZINES) 

1 ORCHARD WAY, HENSALL, Nr. GOOLE 
NORTH HUMBERSIDE, ENGLAND, DN14 ORT 


WZPNfE 


Issue 41 


Page 7 



Opposite page: The fourth Doctor Who story back in 1964 featured Marco Polo played by Mark Eden 
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Barbaba (Jacquiline Hill), Susan (Carole Ann Ford), The Doctor (William Hartnell) with Marco Polo (Mark Eden) PM>cBN«>t«ry 


F OR millions of Coronation 
Street viewers, Mark Eden will 
always be Alan Bradley — the 
brute who caused misery in Rita 
Fairclough’s life, before he died under the 
wheels of a Blackpool tram. However, TV 
Zone readers with long memories may 
recall him as Doctor Who’s Marco Polo, 
Number 100 in The Prisoner, or even the 
psychic sailor in One Step Beyond... 


Mark Eden has been acting for thirty-six 
years, a career he pursued on the recom- 
mendation of his sister. “I was working in 
the fairgrounds and my sister had gone to 
drama school. She told me I should 
become an actor, as there were only about 
five guys at her drama school. In 1957 I 
went out and bought The Stage and there 
was an advertisement for an ASM at 
Swansea Rep. I did an audition and got a 


Ping-Cho (Zienia Merton) entertains Marco Polo and the Doctor’s party Photo 0 B Newberry 


job and within six weeks I was playing 
fairly strong parts.” 

| Marco Polo 

One of his earliest television roles was 
playing the legendary explorer Marco 
Polo in the Doctor Who story of the same 
name. The adventure lasted a mammoth 
seven episodes, and traced Polo’s journey 





interview 


doetor who / the prisoner 



Doctor Who: Marco Polo Tegana and Marco Polo, supposed friends 


Photo © Barry Newberry 


from Tibet to Kublai Khan’s palace in 
Cathay. Eden has fond memories of the 
show: “1 loved it,” he states categorically. 
”1 think it was one of the happiest things I 
ever did. First of all I adored Warris Hus- 
sein [the director], and Zienia Merton 
[who played Ping-Cho] was delightful. 
Derren Nesbitt was great as the baddie 
[Tegana] and Bill Hartnell was a friend. 
Dear Bill was very grumpy, but what we 
didn’t realize was that he was probably 
very ill even then. Bill Russell [now more 
commonly known as Russell Enoch] I met 
again when he came up to Coronation 
Street. I've often wondered what hap- 
pened to Carole Ann Ford. She was think- 
ing back then about giving up acting.” 

How was he selected for the part? “I 
knew Waris Hussein. He rang me up and 
asked me if I’d like to play Marco Polo. I 
asked in what, and he said Doctor Who. 
I said I would, because I loved to work 
with him. We had a ball, and every lunch 
time we’d go out for a drink, and we had 
a laugh in rehearsals. When it came to it 
we buckled down, but during rehearsals 
dear old Warris used to say, ‘This is not 
good. You can’t keep doing it like this!’ 

“I believe Warris is back now in this 
country, and I would love to work with 
him again. Apart from being a great direc- 
tor he was such fun, and that really is the 
most important thing to any actor when 
you’re rehearsing. If you’ve got 
somebody smashing, you all work 
together and try and get it right for him, 
and he was one of the nice ones.” 

One of the Best 

Many remember Marco Polo for its 
marvellous sets and costumes, which 
Eden concurs were of the highest calibre. 
“This was one of the best they ever did, 
but it’s one of the few where the tape was 


wiped, and it can never be shown again. 
It’s a shame because they’re repeating 
them all and I would be getting some 
repeat fees. I can’t understand why they 
wiped it, it really was great stuff.” 

Eden recalls that he received a tremen- 
dous amount of feedback from viewers at 
the time. “I used to get letters from it. I 
remember one episode in particular where 
we were going towards a well, and Derren 
Nesbitt had got there first and poured poi- 
son into it and the episode ended with him 
laughing. I must have got at least fifty 
letters from kids in scrawly handwriting 
saying, ‘Marco Polo, don’t drink the water 
in the well! Tegana’s poisoned it! You 
trust him, but you’re wrong.' It was won- 
derful, the kids were so involved.” 

For certain scenes Eden provided a 
voice track, narrating the journey of the 
explorer’s caravan. This was something 
that he felt very comfortable with: “I used 
to do lots of voice-overs anyway, and I 
earned quite a lot of money doing them for 
television adverts.” 

The story was in fact only the fourth 
Doctor Who to be transmitted; did the 
actor feel at the time that the fledgling 
series would endure? “Not really: we just 
did it and it looked very good.” 

Common Links 

He is quick to point out that there were 
common links between Marco Polo and 
an episode of The Prisoner, It's Your 
Funeral. Not only did he appear in both, 
but his good friend Derren Nesbitt was 
there as Number Two, and Martin Miller 
[Kublai Khan in Marco Polo ] played the 
watchmaker. 

How did his role in The Prisoner come 
about? “Rose Tobias Shaw [the casting 
director) rang me up and said did I want 
to be in it. I knew her quite well, it was a 
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lovely part, and you didn’t turn down 
work. It’s funny after all these years — we 
just did it, and didn’t think there was any- 
thing special about it at all. In fact, I didn’t 
think the series would do very well. I 
thought, ‘This is the big no-no of all time’. 
I came into it quite late — towards the last 
five episodes, with Derren Nesbitt. We 
kept saying to each other, ‘What is this all 
about?’, and decided just to take the 
money and run. 

“I remember at that time I was terribly 
fit, because I had been doing workouts in 
a gymnasium for something else. I used to 
do my own stunts in those days, and I did 
a fight with Frank Maher, who was Pat 
McGoohan’s stunt double, and looked 
just like him. We had to have a fight and 
roll down a slope together.” 

Unfortunately, Eden’s experience of 
performing a fight sequence with the lead 
star was less enjoyable. “We had a scene 
where Pat had to knock me on the ground, 
get on top of me, get his hands around my 
throat and bang my head and say. ‘You tell 
me now!’. Normally when you do this 
with an actor it is harmless — I did it with 
Roger Moore, who put his hands around 
my throat and I didn’t even know they are 
there. Pat got hold of me, and he wasn’t 
kidding. I looked up into his eyes and 
thought. ‘God almighty, he's almost on 
the brink here’. He was almost saying to 
me, ‘Come on then, get out of that’. I'm 
used to doing fights on television, but that 
was a bit strong." f 

On the Verge 

"Pat was on the verge of a nervous 
breakdown; he was really very tense at 
that time, and I thought that I'd be glad to 
get through it — which I just about did. I 
remember he suddenly went berserk in the 
middle of a scene. He sacked a director — 


Derren Nesbitt in The Prisoner pm, sue 



T¥Z°NE 



doctor mho / the prisoner 


interview 




Doctor Who: Marco Polo Marco Polo gives some warming food to the Doctor and his companions Photo © Barry Newberry 


he was that powerful, and went off to his 
caravan and shooting was suspended for a 
whole day. I got a call to tell me to come 
back the next day. and he was directing it. 

"Frank Maher told me that one day Pa- 
trick rang him up and said that he was 
cutting the series short — it was supposed 
to be twenty-six and it ended on seven- 
teen. He didn't want to do anymore, and 
wrote the last one.” 

Despite playing a major role in the epi- 
sode, Eden did not shoot any of his scenes 
at the series' main location at Portmeirion. 

Mark Eden in The Prisoner photo© nc 


“I was one of those that did it all at MGM 
studios. They shot the exteriors, then cut 
to a mock-up. I never actually went, but I 
would like to go.” The part did not in fact 
involve many days work. “It wasn't more 
than about five or six. Because I didn’t 
think it was terribly important it never 
registered in my mind.” 

How does he feel the series stands up 
when compared with today’s television? 
"They stand up well, because they got 
good people. They shot them very well 
and edited them very well, and to the 

Martin Miller in The Prisoner pmooitc 


people that love them they are brilliant.” 

One Step Beyond 

Mark Eden’s third foray into the realm 
of Fantasy television was the Anglo- 
American series One Step Beyond. He 
appeared in the episode Signal Received ; 
“I played a Cockney sailor on some bat- 
tleship who knew his boat was going to be 
sunk and he wouldn’t go back onto it and 
was charged with desertion. Of course, the 
ship went out and it was sunk with all 
hands. It was a true story. The director was 
American, and he told me to tone down 
the Cockney accent, as they wouldn’t un- 
derstand me in America. 

"I remember he said to me, ‘Mark, you 
must come out to Hollywood; you will 
clean up’. In those days I was very young, 
and I was in love with a lady and I asked 
her to come out with me to America but 
she said no. So I didn’t go.” 

It seems impossible to end the interview 
without mentioning Coronation Street, 
and the aftermath of Eden’s portrayal of 
the wicked Alan Bradley. What kind of 
reaction does he get from the general pub- 
lic these days? “It’s actually not too bad 
now. When I was doing it I got a lot of 
nasty letters and things, but now old ladies 
come up to me and say, ‘You were a bug- 
ger weren’t you?’, so that’s quite nice.” 

David Richardson 
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LONDON SW14 8JL, UK 
Fax: 081 876 9455 

Century Falls 

Chris W'inwood 

Lower Wick. Worcester 
Century Falls is positively 
brimming with tension, drama 
and twists and is even better 
than writer Russell T Davies's 
previous serial, the excellent 
Dark Season. 

The plot of Century Falls 
would not disgrace Doctor 
Who, and is even vaguely remi- 
niscent of the stunning Twin 
Peaks, with its revelations about 
small town strangeness. Cen- 
tury Falls, though, has an even 
better sense of mystery. As an 
unabashed Peakie. this is some- 
thing I thought I would never 
hear myself say. 

As Century Falls is a series for 
children, they play a leading role 
in the plot. Here, though, they 
are more significant than in 
many other series, where they 
are present only to justify its af- 
ternoon timeslot. Catherine San- 
derson, starring as Tess Hunter, 
is particularly good. 

In the best tradition of Moon- 
dial and Dark Season, Century 
Falls is Science Fiction as it 
should be, regardless of its in- 
tended audience: dark, sinister, 
eerie and outstandingly good. 
Classic stuff — perhaps the best 
home-made Sci-Fi offering of 
the year (which i suppose isn’t 
saying much, sadly). 

If only adult Sci-Fi could be as 
good. So far, this latest run of 
Quantum Leap is eminently 
forgettable. 

Helen Frankcom 

Weston super Mare 
Sapphire and Steel: I was but a 
wee slip of a girl when it was 
first shown and so it is with fond 
memories and great pleasure 
that I watch the videos. I await 
with anticipation the release of 
Adventure 5 later on this month. 
However, I must have been one 
of the few who didn ’t see the 
last ever episode! So please 
don't mention any more how the 
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series ended. I don't think I will 
be able to watch the last adven- 
ture with as much pleasure as I 
have the earlier ones (sob, sob). 
Century Falls: I am quite an 
avid watcher of Children's tv 
drama — my work colleagues 
think I'm nuts to watch Chil 
dren's tv programmes. Century 
Falls is. in my opinion, heaps 
better than the fiasco of the 
much hyped Tomorrow People 
which I found (and remember 
this is my opinion) to be ex- 
tremely slow, long-winded and 
boring. I stuck with The Tomor- 
row People in the hope that it 
would get better and I found that 
it didn't. For one thing, I can't 
stand kids who scream all the 
time with open mouths and open 
eyes of equal circumference. 
Bearing in mind that TV Zone is 
bought by my husband on sub- 
scription. he has just reminded 
me that as I am writing to ‘his 
magazine' I should put in a sen- 
tence on his behalf. 

Dave would like more articles 
on Mission: Impossible — he's 
written to the BBC asking them 
if they are going to do another 
re-run and they replied 'there 
are no plans at present for a re- 
peat of Mission: Impossible'. 
Editor: There ore no immediate 
plans for further coverage. 

Timeslip 

Peter Jeffreys 

Pudsey, W Yorks 
Having had my childhood 
memories of series such as Ran- 
dall and Hopkirk (Deceased). 
The Persuaders and the Trough- 
ton/Pertwee eras of Doctor 
Who well and truly shattered by 
the video releases, I decided not 
to purchase Timeslip. A friend, 
however, did buy the video and 


talked me into watching it. 
which, rather reluctantly. I did. 
The next day I bought my own 
copy, and have since watched it 
several times. 

Of course it is dated in a number 
of respects. Liz and Simon are 
children of the early 1970s. My 
1 0 year old son — I was 1 0 back 
in 1970 — found them rather 
funny and not at all like 'normal 
teenagers'. The pacing is a little 
slow — I don't know why ITC 
didn't remove the end credits 
and opening titles and edit some 
scenes to quicken the story. That 
way they could have put it on 
one tape. But, on the plus side, 
the writing is intelligent, the act- 
ing — especially Dennis Quilley 
— excellent, and the episode 5 
and 6 cliffhangers even had my 
son eagerly awaiting the next 
episode. Imagine his disappoint- 
ment on being told that he'd 
have to wait for a while until 
ITC release the next story. 

So, one childhood memory re- 
mains untarnished. 

Editor : Remove credits!! Tsk, tsk. 

Jonathan S Rudderham 

Gainsborough, Lines 
I have just watched the first six 
episodes of Timeslip and must 
say I am impressed. It takes a lot 
to impress me with series relat- 
ing to Time, but this one takes 
the Stattenheim Remote Control! 
Although the aspect of a ‘Time 
Bubble’ (while probably not out 
of place if it was in Sapphire 
and Steel) seems somewhat bi- 
zarre, to say the least, the over- 
whelming factor of the series 
must be the performances of the 
actors and actresses involved. 

I am extremely thankful to 
Cheryl Burfield for restoring my 
faith in child performers. Her re- 
freshing portrayal of Liz Skinner 


is the most realistic and believ- 
able 1 have ever seen in a televi- 
sion production. Before Roger 
Price films a new series of The 
Tomorrow People he should 
suggest to his title stars to watch 
Timeslip in order to emulate 
Cheryl! 

Snared 

Mark Ayres 
London 

I was interested to read your re- 
view of Return to Devil’s End 
in TV Zone #J9, and I am 
pleased that, overall, the produc- 
tion met with approval. 

But I was amused by the com- 
ments about my (very limited) 
use of the military snare drum in 
the score. Jan made similar com- 
ments about my use of the same 
instrument in The Curse of Fen- 
ric. Does he have a pathological 
hatred of this instrument — or 
does he merely feel offended by 
my own use of it? Does he feel 
similarly offended by its use by 
other composers'? What deep- 
seated childhood trauma caused 
this aversion? I think we should 
be told! 

I remain unrepentant, and shall 
continue to use my collection of 
military snare drum samples 
(not the self same sound every 
time. Jan!) as and when it seems 
to me to be appropriate — 
which is. in fact, quite rarely! 

Jan will, however, be relieved to 
know that neither of my two lat- 
est scores feature the instrument. 
Editor: Phew. Mark's right... 
what a relief! No. I objected to 
what seemed an over-, and loud, 
use of snares, and the subtleties 
and nuances of their various 
types are lost on me. 

Inflation? 

M Mays 

Worthing, Sussex 
I had a shock when I went to 
pick Issue 40 as the price has 
gone up. Not a few pence, but 
30p. 

I find it hard that you say in the 
magazine that the cost of produc- 
tion and printing has gone up. In- 
flation has come down not up! 
However it’s nice to see 8 more 
pages in TV Zone and a few 
more pages in colour. I will still 
buy this magazine despite the 
price rise. 

Why did issue 40 corrtg out late 
and also Special No 8? I hope 
the next issue is out on time. 

I welcome the improvements. I 
must say I enjoyed the features 
on DS9 and Quantum Leap. 


1¥Z°NE 


Timeslip out on video, a success Photo ©ITC 
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Also nice to see the episode 
guide to STtTNG Season 6. 
Editor: We have had very posi- 
tive reactions to our new-look. 

M Mays has made that all too 
common mistake of equating 
lower inflation with prices going 
down. It just means that things 
get more expensive at a slower 
rate. Prices still go up.... One 
main contribution to the new 
price is the cost of paper. This 
has increased by 1 0%, and for 
some bizarre reason is always 
priced in US $. Many readers 
are all too aware that the ex- 
change rate between the $ and £’ 
is not good. 

Yes. a few teething problems 
with new production processes, 
but vre hope to have them licked 
very soon. 

Who’s Return? 

G M Tilford 

Grantham. Lines 
I wonder how many TV Zone 
readers saw the Doctor Who ar- 
ticle in the 7 th March edition of 
The Sunday Mirror' 1 . According 
to this article Doctor Who will 
be returning to our screens in the 
Autumn, in the form of a 90- 
minute special. 

Editor: We understand from the 
BBC that there is no truth in this 
story. However, we are hearing 
rumours about something going 
on. We 'll keep you posted... 

Sherwood 

C J Stead 
Lincoln 

Many thanks for your Eighties 
Special — a very interesting 
read, particularly the ‘insider' ar- 
ticle from the filming of Robin 
of Sherwood. Which brings me 
neatly to my purpose in writing: 
when are you going to print an 
episode guide to the above men- 
tioned excellent series? I'm sure 
it would be especially valued by 
those fans of the series who, like 
myself, are buying the videos, 
and finding it difficult to work 
out the chronology of the epi- 
sodes. The 3rd Season is OK in 
this respect, with the video cov- 
ers showing episode title, num- 
ber and summary of the plot. 
However the videos for Seasons 
1 & 2 need close examination to 
work out even one of these iden- 
tifying features from the covers. 
The current development of 
boxed sets have even less infor- 
mation, and having picked up 
quite a few tapes at reduced 
prices, it's quite likely I'd end 
up duplicating several — if I 



could afford WH Smith's price 
in the first place! 

So please could we have a 
Robin of Sherwood guide? It 
may be that ‘Nothing is ever for- 
gotten’, but personally my mem- 
ory of individual episodes I last 
saw some 9-10 years ago is 
shaky, to say the least. 

Editor: Yes, an episode guide 
would clear up what's on all 
these video releases. We ’ll see 
what we can do. 

Omissions 

Ian Roberts 

Penylan, Cardiff 
As much as I enjoy TV Zone I 
just had to point out some errors 
I found in the Eighties Special: 

1 . Luna stalled in 1982 — the 
second and final series was first 
shown in 1983. 

2. The Box of Delights was first 
shown in 1 984. It was repeated 
in 1986 over Christmas. 

There were also several memora- 
ble series that weren't men- 
tioned. While one or two 
omissions can be accepted (after 
all nobody’s perfect) in the 
Eighties Special some series 
missed out were series you’ve 
covered in articles in past issues, 
eg: Moondial — an excellent se- 
rial shown in 1988 and re- 
viewed by you in issue 14 when 
it was released on video. 

The Story Teller — who can for- 
get this series co-made by the 
late Jim Henson and TVS 
The One Game — a surrealistic 
serial in some ways similar in 
tone to some episodes of The 
Prisoner, made by Central and 
shown on ITV in 1988. 

The Snow Spider — a chil- 
dren’s serial made by HTV 


Wales starring Sian Phillips 
shown on ITV in 1988. 

The Chronicles of Narnia 
the first series of which was 
shown on BBC1 in Autumn 
1988 and consisted of The Lion. 
The Witch and the Wardrobe 
and the second series of which 
followed in Autumn 1989 made 
up of a 2-part adaptation of 
Prince Caspian which dove- 
tailed into a 4-part adaptation of 
Voyage of the Dawn Treader. 
Beauty and the Beast — even 
though you did a feature on the 
series in the Eighties Special 
you missed it out in the run- 
down. It was first shown in the 
UK on ITV in Autumn 1988. 

The Saint — the first of six 2- 
hour episodes made by LWT 
and starring Simon Dutton was 
shown on ITV in Autumn 1989. 
Various American series were 
missed out as well: the anthol- 
ogy series Tales from the Dark- 
side (ITV 1984). Knight Rider 
(ITV 1983), Streethawk 
cashing in on Knight Rider but 
featuring a futuristic bike in- 
stead of a car (ITV 1985), and 
two series featuring futuristic 
helicopters — Airwolf (ITV 
1984) and Blue Thunder 
( B BC I 1 984 ). a spi n-off from 
the 1 982 film of the same name. 
There must be thousands of read- 
ers out there reading the Spe- 
cials thinking 'Ahhhhh — 
they’ve missed out my favourite 
programme — that’s the last 
time I buy that magazine'. So I 
hope you'll print this letter so 
that readers can use these Spe- 
cials as an accurate and com- 
plete history of Fantasy TV over 
the years. Having said that, if 
other readers can think of any 
other series not already men- 


tioned and not in the Specials 
why not include them in any let- 
ter you might be dropping to TV 
Zone because no one can remem- 
ber everything and just mention 
of the title of a long-forgotten se- 
ries brings the nostalgia flooding 
back — and that's what I enjoy 
above all with TV Zone, the nos- 
talgia — terrific. 

Editor: As you say. some pro- 
grammes do end up being 
missed out. However, we have 
not left the decade Specials be- 
hind and will be revisiting them... 

War of the Worlds 

Chris Browning 

Bedford 

Your Eighties Special was bril- 
liant! Especially an article, at 
last, on the much maligned War 
of the Worlds. I'm glad ITV ha- 
ven't shown series 2 yet. and 
hope they never will — life with- 
out Norton and Ironhorse scarce 
seems worth thinking about. 
Norton Drake provided the 
breaking of two stereotypes — 
being both black and disabled, 
and was much more witty than 
Blackwood or McCullough. 

And as for Lt Col Paul Iron- 
horse, he was one of the most 
wonderfully crafted and human 
characters to have graced the 
screen for a long time. 

The most typical episode was 
more probably The Last Supper 
which I would show to anyone 
who wanted the essence of the 
series. Not only did it provide 
various clips of other episodes, 
but had an intriguing premise 
and typically ended it with a 
bang. Probably the best episode 
was He Feedeth Among the Lil- 
ies with a masterly climax. 

Other points that I think you ne- 
glected to mention in your other- 
wise excellent article was that 
the titles of all the first season 
episodes were biblically based, 
adding wonderfully to the apoca- 
lyptical feeling of the series. 

How about some specials deal- 
ing with 'the rest' — ie 1950s, 
1940s and other eras, and even a 
Radio Zone special. Also how 
about an article on the early 
Avengers, illustrated as being 
better than any amount of rub- 
bish broadcast now except per- 
haps Russell T Davies. An 
interview with the man behind 
the chilling Century Falls and 
timeless Dark Season! I mean 
anyone who created Marcie and 
her paddle has got to be good!... 
Editor: Good ideas there, cer- 
tainly worth thinking about. 

Keep writing... 
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• Credits 

CommanderJohn Koenig 

Martin Landau 

Doctor Helena Russell 

Barbara Bain 

Maya Catherine Schell 

Tony Verdeschi Tony Anholt 

Alan Carter Nick Tate 

Sandra Benes Zienia Merton 

Executive Producer 



encounters Mentor (Brian Blessed) in the second season opener 
The Metamorph Photo OITC 



Gerry Anderson 

Producer Freddie Freiberger 

Music Derek Wadsworth 

Costume Designer 

Emma Porteous 

Make-up Basil Newall 

Production Executive Reg Hill 

Technical Director David Lane 

Lighting Cameraman 

Frank Watts BSC 

Production Designer Keith Wilson 

Special Effects Brian Johnson 

B1 The Metamorph 

Writer Johnny Byrne 

Director Charles Crichton 


Mentor (Brian Blessed), Annette Fraser 
(Anouska Hempel), Bill Fraser (John 
Hug), Lew Picard (Gerard Paquis), 
Petrov (Peter Porteous), Ray Torens 
(Nick Brimble), Dr Mathias (Anton Phil- 
lips) 

Surveying a volcanic planet the pilots of 
an Eagle are kidnapped by the enigmatic 
Mentor. Koenig and a landing party are 
also captured, and discover Mentor’s se- 
cret: the scientist abducts alien life forms, 
draining their minds of psychic energy 
and leaving them zombie-like slaves. The 
energy is absorbed into a biological com- 
puter, which he plans to use to restore the 
mined world. In his battle against the sci- 
entist, Koenig enlists the help of Mentor’s 
beautiful daughter Maya, who has the 


power of molecular transformation, and 
knows nothing of her father’s evil deeds. 

’ B2 The Exiles 


Writer Donald James 

Director Ray Austin 


Cantar (Peter Duncan), Zova (Stacy 
Doming), Mirella (Margaret Inglis), Stal 
(Anthony Blackett), Old Lady (Peggy 
Ledger), Dr Mathias (Anton Phillips) 
Fifty-three red canisters appear from 
Space and orbit the Moon. Koenig orders 
one to be brought down to Alpha, and 
inside is a humanoid in suspended anima- 
tion. A second capsule is retrieved; the 
aliens revive and introduce themselves as 
Cantar and Zova, two of the exiles from 
Golos. They ask to live on Alpha; in return 
they can use their advanced science to 
improve the life support mechanisms. In- 
stead, Cantar and Zova use the facilities to 
build a matter transmitter and, kidnapping 
Helena and Tony, they return to Golos... 

I B3 Journey to Where 


Writer Donald James 

Director Tom Clegg 


Dr Logan (Freddie Jones), Carla (Is la 
Blair), MacDonald (Roger Bizley), Dr 
Ben Vincent (Jeffrey Kissoon), Jackson 
(Laurence Harrington) 

The Alphans are contacted by Texas 
City, Earth, in the Twenty-second Cen- 
tury. Dr Charles Logan offers to bring 
them home using a long range matter 
transporter, and Koenig, Helena and Alan 
test the apparatus. Then disaster strikes as 
an Earthquake causes an error in the proc- 
ess, and they are sent back in Time — to 
Scotland, 1339. 


Waiting in the wings for the two-part The Bringers of Wonder rwootc 
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B4 One Moment of 
Humanity 


Writer Tony Barwick 

Director Charles Crichton 


Movements arranged by Lionel Blair 

Zamora (Billie While law), Zarl ( Leigh 
Lawson), Number Eight (Geoffrey Bayl- 
don) 

The android inhabitants of the planet 
Vega wish to learn about emotions, so that 
they can kill their creators. The leader 
Zamara kidnaps Helena and Tony, placing 
them on a deserted duplicate of Alpha. 
When Helena finds drugs in her coffee, 
and the life support system fails, she be- 
lieves Tony is disturbed, and prepares to 
take matters into her own hands. The pair 
eventually realize the truth, but Zamara 
has another plan — which she has devised 
after reading Shakespeare's Othello. 

B5 Brian the Brain 

Writer..... Jack Ronder 

Director Kevin Connor 

Brian Voice/Captain Michaels (Ber- 
nard Cribbins), Fraser (John Hug), Secu- 
rity Lieutenant (Mare Zuber), Brian 
Robot (Michael Sharvell-Martin), First 
Operative (Annie Lambert), Yasko 
(Yasuko Nagazumi) 

“Is that or is that not the dear old 
Moony-Moon-Moon ? ” 

A Swift spacecraft from Earth arrives on 
the Moon. Inside is Brian the Brain, a 
mobile, talking computer with a personal- 
ity, and the sole survivor of a 1996 Space 
mission. Brian abducts Koenig and Dr 
Russell, taking them to the planet where 
its crew died. There it threatens Helena’s 
life unless Koenig retrieves the fuel sup- 
ply from the Mother ship. 

Brian the Brain wants power, and 


B6 New Adam, New Eve 


Writer Terence Feely 

Director Charles Crichton 


Magus (Guy Rolfe), Humanoid (Ber- 
nard Kay), Maya Creature (Albin Pa- 
hernik), 1st Operative (Annie Lambert), 
Yasko (Yasuko Nagazumi), Beautiful Girl 
(Barbara Wise) 

God appears on the Moon and offers the 
Alphans a new Earth. He transports 
Koenig, Helena, Tony and Maya there, 
intending that they be the New Adams and 
New Eves. Magus is really a cosmic ma- 
gician, who has visited Earth in various 
guises (including Nostradamus and Mer- 
lin) throughout history. Also on the planet 
are the mutations from Magus’ experi- 
ments; can Koenig help them and get his 
party back to Alpha? 

B7 The Mark of 
Archanon 


Writer Lew Schwartz 

Director Charles Crichton 


Base (John Standing), Etrec ( Michael 
Gallagher), Martina (Veronica Lang), Dr 
Nunez (Raul Newney), Carson (Anthony 
Forrest), Johnson (John Alkin) 

Alan Carter discovers an alien man and 
his son in suspended animation beneath 
the lunar surface. They recover, and reveal 
themselves as Pasc and Etrec from Ar- 
chanon — where violence has been out- 
lawed. However, they are both infected by 
a hereditary virus which induces a killing 
madness. In Etrec it is dormant, but in 
Pasc it is active. As a ship from Archanon 
comes looking for them, Helena believes 
she can cure the disease, but can she per- 
suade Pasc to let her help? 

will stop at noting to get it Photo ©ITC 


B8 The Rules of Luton 


Writer Charles Woodgrove 

Director Val Guest 


Aliens (David Jackson, Godfrey James, 
Roy Marsden) 

The planet Luton seems idyllic — until 
Maya and Koenig pick some of the vege- 
tation. The Judges of Luton accuse them 
of being murderers; their punishment is to 
be pitted against three monstrous aliens in 
a battle to the death. 

B9 All That Glisters 

Writer Keith Miles 

Director Ray Austin 

Dave O'Reilly (Patrick Mower) 

The Alphans need the mineral Milgonite 
for their life support system, and a source 
has been detected on a barren planet. 
However it is a trap; a form of living rock 
on the planet requires water to survive — 
and water can be found in plentiful sup- 
plies in the human body... 

BIO The Taybor 


Writer Thom Keyes 

Director Bob Brooks 


Taybor ( Willoughby Goddard), Arkaren 
(La mine Humphreys), Old Woman (Rita 
Webb), Andrews (Mel Taylor) 

"Taybor' s the name... trading's my 
game! ” 

Ornamental objects materialize on Al- 
pha, and cause injury to two crewmem- 
bers. Shortly afterwards a larger-than-life 
figure called the Taybor appears in Com- 
mand Centre. The alien travels the Uni- 
verse in a highly advanced spacecraft 
trading goods; Koenig sees him as a way 
of getting his people back to Earth, but the 
Taybor has designs on Maya... 

B11 Seed of Destruction 


Writer John Goldsmith 

Director Kevin Connor 


Dr Ben Vincent (Jeffrey Kissoon), Fe- 
male Operative (Martha Nairn), Guards 
(Jack Kkiff, James Leith), Creature (Albin 
Pehernik) 

On a crystalline asteroid. Commander 
Koenig is overpowered by a facsimile of 
himself. The copy returns to Moonbase 
Alpha in his place, intent on stealing the 
base’s vital life support energy to restore 
life to the seed of the Kalthon race... 

B12 The A-B Chrysalis 


Writer Tony Barwick 

Director Val Guest 


A (hut Skriver), B (Sarah Douglas), 
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B16 The Beta Cloud 


Writer Charles Woodgrove 

Director Robert Lynn 


Creature ( Dave Prow.se), Monster (AI- 
bin Pahemik) 

While the Alphans are incapacitated by 
an illness, a creature from a cloud in Space 
invades the base. Tony and Maya seem 
unable to prevent it reaching its goal — 
possessing the power of the life support 
systems. 


B17 The Lambda Factor 


Writer Terrance Dicks 

Director Charles Crichton 


Carolyn Powell (Deborah Fallender), 


dreams begin to come true, Osgood turns 
himself into a walking bomb, and carries 
his wife into the catacombs beneath the 
lunar surface. By then Helena’s heart is 
functional, but she has no patient to trans- 
plant it into... 

B14 Space Warp 


Writer Charles Woodgrove 

Director Peter Medak 


Security Guard (Tony Osoba), Petrov 
( Peter Porteous) 

Koenig and Tony are separated from 
Alpha when the Moon tumbles through a 
Space Waip while they are in an Eagle. 
Their only hope is to find the exact loca- 
tion of the phenomena — with a little help 
from the long-dead Captain of an alien 


Sphere Voice (Robert Rietty), Bill Fraser 
(John Flag), Guardian’s Brother (David 
Sebastian* Bach). Kate (Sarah Bullen), 
Creature (Albin Pehernik), Yasko 
(Yasuko Nagazumi ) 

“Loyalty is better than logic. Hope is 
better than despair. And creation is better 
than destruction. I just wanted to tell you 
that, you seekers of perfection. ” 

Alpha is being devastated by shock 
waves from explosions in Space. They are 
traced to a planet ringed by moons, each 
storing enormous amounts of power 
which will be released to bring about the 
re-birth of a whole species — but the 
process will destroy Moonbase. Koenig, 
Carter and Maya visit the planet to reason 
with the Guardian, but Alan unintention- 
ally endangers the alien’s life. As two 
women. A and B, are born from the 
Chrysalis, Koenig attempts to persuade 
them to save his people. 


B13 The Catacombs of 
the Moon 


Writer Anthony Terpiloff 

Director Robert Lynn 


Osgood (James Laurenson), Michelle 
(Pamela Stephenson), Dr Ben Vincent 
(Jeffrey Kissoon), Engineers (Lloyd 
McGuire, Saul Reichlin), Security Guard 
(Brendan Price), Co-Pilot (Alan Hunter), 
Alphan Woman (Nova Llewellyn), Nurse 
(Karen Ford) 

Michelle Osgood is dying, and Helena 
can only save her by perfecting a proto- 
type artificial heart. Meanwhile 
Michelle’s husband is suffering from de- 
lusions, and believes that Alpha will be 
destroyed by a firestorm. When his 


Devil’s Planet Elizia (Hildegard Neil) Photo © Emma Porteous 


The Taybor (Willoughby Goddard) sees a new side to Maya (Rita Webb) pnotoeuc 


vessel. Meanwhile, back on the base Maya 
is suffering from a mystery illness; as she 
becomes delirious, her powers of molecu- 
lar transformation become uncontrollable, 
and she escapes the Medical Centre to 
begin a rampage of frenzied destruction. 


B1 5 A Matter of Balance 


Writers Pip and Jane Baker 

Director Charles Crichton 


Shermeen (Lynn Frederick), Vindrus 
(Stuart Wilson), Eddie Collins (Nicholas 
Campbell) 

Vindrus, a man from the Universe of 
anti-matter, manifests himself on Alpha to 
Shermeen, an impressionable young 
woman. As Shermeen joins a landing 
party, the ghostly Vindrus guides her to a 
building. There he tricks her into operat- 
ing ancient technology, which brings him 
to our Universe and strands Shermeen in 
anti-matter. Now Vindrus plans to transfer 
the rest of his people, trading them with 
the Alphans. 
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Mark Sanders (Jess Conrad), George 
Crato (Anthony Stamboulieh), Carl Ren- 
ton (Michael Walker), Peter Garforth 
( Gregory de Polnav), Sally Martin (Lydia 
Lisle) 

A technician dies in mysterious circum- 
stances, and Maya detects Lambda waves 
on Moonbase. Helena links these waves to 
ESP powers in humans. Meanwhile, 
Koenig is having sleepless nights, as 
ghosts from the past accuse him of mur- 
der... 

B18/B19 The B ringers 
of Wonder 


Writer Terence Feely 

Director Tom Clegg 


Guido (Stuart Damon), Jack Bartlett 
( Jeremy Young ), Joe Ehrlich ( Drewe Hen- 
ley), Louisa (Cher Cameron), Sandstrom 
(Earl Robinson), Dr Shaw (Patrick West- 
wood), Peter Rockwell (Nicholas Young), 
Monster (Albin Pahernik) 

A Superswift spacecraft arrives carrying 
friends from Earth (including Tony's 
brother Guido and Helena’s old colleague 
Dr Shaw) who reveal that they can get the 
Alphans home. Meanwhile, Koenig has 
been injured in an Eagle crash, and his 
treatment has included a session on the 
Brain Impulse Machine. When he regains 
consciousness, he sees the visitors as hide- 
ous, pulsating gelatinous monsters — but 
everybody believes he is deranged. The 
creatures are manipulating the Alphans 
with the aim of exploding the Moon's 
nuclear waste dumps, so they can feed on 


the release of radiation. Can Koenig con- 
vince his crew of the truth, before the 
aliens destroy him? 

B20 The Seance Spectre 


Writer Donald James 

Director Peter Medak 


Sanderson (Ken Hutchinson), Eve 
(Carolyn Seymour), Cernik (Nigel Pe- 
gram), Stevens (James Snell), Guard 
( Christopher Asante) 

Sanderson predicts that the phenome- 
non known as Tora has a habitable planet 
at its heart, and leads a failed armed attack 
on Command Centre. He and his team are 
placed under restraint, but the man insists 
that the Commander is hiding the planet 
from them. 

Koenig agrees to investigate Tora in an 
Eagle, but thanks to Sanderson’s interfer- 
ence the craft crashes into a planet — 
which is far from habitable... 

B21 Dorzak 


Writer Christopher Penfold 

Director Val Guest 


Dorzak (Lee Montague), Sahala (Jill 
Townsend), Yesta (Kathryn Leigh Scott), 
Dr Ed Spencer (Sam Dastor), Clea 
( Seretta Wilson), Ed Malcolm (Richard Le 
Parmentier), Yasko (Yasuko Nagazumi), 
First Security Guard ( Paul Jerriclto ), Sec- 
ond Security Guard (John Judd) 

"It 's just you and me Maya. We ’ re the 
only Psychons alive. ” 

A Croton spacecraft which is transport- 


ing a Psychon renegade called Dorzak to 
a penal planet approaches Alpha. The 
Crotons claim Dorzak has the power to 
control minds, but Maya knows him as a 
philosopher and poet, and succeeds in 
having him released. Her reward is to be 
controlled by the renegade... 

B22 Devil’s Planet 


Writer Michael Winder 

Director Tom Clegg 


Elizia ( H ildegard Neil), Cruel (Roy 
Marsden), Blake Maine (Michael Dickin- 
son), Sares (Cassandra Harris), Interro- 
gator (Dora Reisser) 

The people of the planet Elina are all 
dead, but the female guards and their pris- 
oners on its penitentiary moon have sur- 
vived the holocaust. When Koenig 
crash-lands on the satellite, he is captured 
and held by the leader, Elizia, who has 
retained her power by repressing the truth 
about the home world. However, Koenig 
threatens her reign... 

B23 The Immunity 
Syndrome 


Writer Johnny Byrne 

Director Bob Brooks 


Zoran (Nadim Sawallia), Joe Lustig 
(Roy Boxd), Travis (Karl Held), Voice 
( Hal Ga 'lili) 

Koenig and a landing party are stranded 
on a world where plastics and metals cor- 
rode within minutes, and the food and 
drink is poison. Also on the planet is an 
alien creature, whose attempts to commu- 
nicate with Humans can cause madness 
and death. When Tony meets it, he is left 
fatally ill; while back on Moonbase, Maya 
and Helena concoct a daring plan to help 
their friends... 

B24 The Dorcons 


Writer Johnny Byrne 

Director Tom Clegg 


Archon (Patrick Troughton), Varda 
(Ann Firbank), Malic (Gerry Sundquist), 
Alibe (Alibe Parsons), Stewart (Laurence 
Harrington), First Dorcon Operative 
(Kevan Sheehan), First Dorcon Soldier 
(Michael Halsey), Command Centre Al- 
phan (Hamislt Patrick), Medical Officer 
(Hazel McBride ) 

The Dorcons could live forever, but 
their brain stems deteriorate. They have 
conquered mortality by stealing from the 
Psychon race, and have come to Alpha to 
take Maya to save the life of thedinperial 
Archon. But on their ship, the power-hun- 
gry Malic would prefer that the Archon 
died... 

Richard Houldsworth 



Dorzak (Lee Montague) is captured by Maya disguised as 

Sahala (Jill Townsend) Photo © Emma Porteous 
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ISSUE 23 Alien Nation (tv). Ep Guide Eps 1-6; 
Blake ’s 7 Flashback Power; 1//deo rewewEps 21 -24; 
Dr Who Bk review Pescatons; FPCP Dr6-Colin 
Baker; Interview Baker, Colin- Actor Dr6 Pt 1/2); 
Video reviews Genesis of Daleks/Sontaran Exp, 
Deadly Assassin; Lost in Space Video review Eps 
1 -6; Randall 4 Hopkirk (Dcsd) Video review Vol 1 
Late Lamented/But What Sweet; Star Cops Inter- 
v/ewBoucher, Chris-Creator/Scrpt Ed; Star Trek Bk 
review Battlestations; ST: Next Gen.: FPCP Half a 
Life-Mr Homm & Lwaxana Troi; Interview Barrett, 
Majel- Actressf; Thunderbirds FPCP Lady 
Penelope in pink suit; /nferv/ewRelph, Zena-Costume 
Dest 

ISSUE 24 Alien Nation (tv). Ep Guide Eps 7-14; Dr 
Who Bk review Gallifrey Chronicles; Bk review 
Timewyrm:3: Apocalypse; FPCP Trial Time Lord(5- 
8)-Dr& Peri; Interview Baker, Colin-Actor Dr6 Pt2/2t; 
Miles, Peter Interview Actor-Dr Who, Blake's 7...; 
Nightmare Man: Flashback Star Trek. Bk review 
Star Fleet Technical Manual; FPCP Paradise 
Syndrome-Kirk is stoned; Feature Parallel Earthst; 
ST: Next Gen.: Bk review Q in Law; FPCP Crusher, 
Dr Beverly (Season 5); Preview Season 5f; Sur- 
vivors. Interview Fleming, Lucy-Actress Jenny; 
ISSUE 25 Alien Nation (tv) Ep Guide 15-22; 
Blake’s 7. Video review Eps 25-28; Dr Who: Bk 
review Terrestrial Index; Interview Brachaki, Peter- , 
TARDIS designer; Red Dwarf 3 Video review, SFX: 
Interview Wilkie, Bernard Pt 1/2 Quatermass; Star 
Trek Bk review Rift; Bk review Making of Star Trek 
(Titan vers); FeafurePrime Directivet; ST: Next Gen. 
Bk review Technical Manual; FPCP Drumhead- Ad- 
miral Satie; Tom. People (70s): FPCP Secret 
Weapon-PM in TP's HQ; FlashbackSecret Weapont; 
V FPCP Donovan & crew film visitor; Feature Series 
overviewf. 

ISSUE 26 (Bumper Issue, £2.95, US$6.95) Dr Who 

Bk review Timewyrm;4:Revelation; Interview Hines, 
Frazer-Actor Jamie; Myth Makers. Video review 
Sophie Aldred; Red Dwarf 5: Interview Writers and 
director^; Poster Craig Charles and Danny John- 
Jules; Robin of Sherwood FPCP Marion and Much 
in forest; Feature Series overview; SFX: Interview 
Wilkie, Bernard Pt 2/2 Q'mass & Who; Saint Video 
review House Dragon’s Rock., ,; Salem, Pamela In- 
terview Actress-Dr Who, Into Labyrinth; Star Trek Bk 
rev/ewStar Trek eps (by Mr & Mrs Blish); FPCPCourt- 
Martial-Commodore Stone; Feature Starship cap- 
tains; Interview Bk writers Pt 1/3; ST: Next Gen.: Bk 
review Perchance to Dream; FPCP Measure of a 
Man-Captain Louvois; Thunder- birds: Bk review 
Yes, M’Lady (by Sylvia Anderson); FPCP T racy, Alan 
in film dream seq; /nferv/ewZimmermann, Matt-voice 
Alan Tracy; Twin Peaks: Ep Guide Series 1 & 2t. 
ISSUE 27 Alien Nation (tv). Flashback Night of the 
Screams; Blake's 7. /nferv/ewKeating, Michael-Actor 
Vilat; Dr Who : Interview Jones, Glyn-ActorAA/riter; 
Video review Robotf; Video review Caves of 
Androzanif; Merlin of Crystal Cave FPCP Ralf and 
Merlin; Review t; Randall 4 Hopkirk (Dcsd) Video 
review Vol 2 Murder Snowballs/Ghost Dying; Sap- 
phire and Steel. Video review Story 1 (Nursery 
Rhymes); Star Trek InterviewBk writers Pt 3/3; Star 
Trek Animated Series Video review \l ols 1,2; ST: 
Next Gen. Bk review Unification; Ep Guide Season 
5: 1-6; FPCP Mr Homn; Interview Struycken, Carl- 
Actor Mr Hommf; 

ISSUE 28 Avengers FPCP Emma Peel and Steed in 
study; Interview Clemens, Brian); Blake’s 7: FPCP 
Tarrant; Interview Pacey, Stephen-Actor Tarrantt; 
Video review Eps 29-32; Children of the Stones 
Video review, Cloning of Joanna May Feature, Dr 
Who Bk review Cat's Cradle: 1 Time's Crucible; tnter- 
viewTosh, Donald-Script Ed on Time Med.; Review 
Resistance Is Useless 'Documentary'; Review Time 
Meddler; Space 1999 Video review \l ols 1,2; Star 
Trek. FPCP Where No Man... -Kirk & phaser rifle; 
Flashback Where No Man Has Gone Beforet; Inter- 
view Bk Writers Pt 3/3; Star Trek Animated Series 
Video review Vols 3,4; ST: Next Gen: Bk review 
Spartacus; Ep Guide Season 5: 7-12. 

ISSUE 29 Beauty 4 Beast Ep Guide Season 1:1-6; 
Dr Who. Interview Watling, Deborah-Actress com- 
panion; Video review Logopolis/Castrovalva; Video 
review Pertwee Years; Girl from Tomorrow Bk 
review, Quatermass I : Flashback Part 1/2; Red 
Dwarf S. FPCP Quarantine-Dr Lanstrom; Interview 
Pennell, Andria-Make upf; Red Dwarf 2: Video 
review, Space 1999 Video review Vols 3.4; Star 
Trek FPCP That Which Survives-Losira touching; 
Feature Computer taking controlt; Star Trek 
Animated Series: Video review Vols 5-7: ST: Next 
Gen: Interview Vardaman, Guy-Actor/Merchandise; 
Video review Unification; Thunderbirds FPCP Scott 
in Thunderbird 1 (close-up); /nterv/ewPupeteers. 
ISSUE 30 Ace of Wands FPCP Tarot, Lulli & 
Ozymandias; Feature Series overviewf; Beauty 4 
Beast Ep Guide Season 1 :7-13; S lake's 7. Interview 
Greif, Stephen-Actor T ravisttl ; Video review Eps 33- 


36; Champ- ions Video reviewV ols 1 ,2; Dr Who Bk 
review Cat’s Cradle:2: Warhead; Intenriew Barry, 
Morris-Directorf; Video review Tomb of the Cyber- 
menf; Hitch Hikers Guide... Video review, Quater- 
mass 1: Flashback Part 2/2; Star Trek Bk review 
Faces of Fire; ST: Next Gen: Bk review Chains of 
Command; FPCP Ensign Ro; Interview Forbes, 
Michelle- Actrss Ensign Rot; Truckers Videoreview. 
ISSUE 31 Beauty & Beast Ep Guide Season 1:14- 
22; Department S. Video review Vols 1 ,2; Dr Who 
Review Sea Devils; Video review Twin Dilemma; 
Video review Claws of Axos; Fireball XL5: Video 
review Vols 4,5; Hitch Hikers Guide... Intenriew 
Wing-Davey, Mark-Actor Zaphod B,t; Make-up. In- 
terview Wells, Sheelagh-Dr Who, Blake's 7; Nation, 
Terry. InterviewPt 1/4-Survivors; Randall 4 Hopkirk 
(Dcsd). Video reviewV ol 3 Never T rust/Spirit Moves; 
Sapphire and Steel Video review Story 2 (Railway 
Station); Star Trek. Bk review Disinherited; Bk review 
Klingon Dictionary; FPCPAmokTime-Spocktryingto 
relax; Feature Vulcansf; ST: Next Gen: Flashback 
High Groundt; 

ISSU E 32 Bishop, Ed Interview Actor - Out of the Un- 
known, UFOf; Blake’s 7. Intenriew Jackson, David- 
Actor Gan; Video review Eps 37-40; Dr Who 
Interview Baker, Tom-Actor Dr4; Review 1993 30th 
Anniv calendar; Man from UNCLE: Video reviewV o\s 
1 -4: Star Trek Bk review Imbalance; ST: Next Gen: 
Ep Guide Season 5: 13-19; FPCP Unification-Sela 
with gun; Interview Crosby, Denise-Actress, 
Tasha/Selat; Timeslip. FPCP Simon and Liz at the 
start; FlashbackStoty #1 :Wrong End of Time Pt 1/2f; 
ISSUE 33 Anderson, Gerry FPCP Standing next to 
Thunderbird 1; Interview Part 1/2f, Dr Who. Audio 
Rvw Macra Terror; Audio Rvw Evil of the Daleks; Bk 
review Cat's Cradle:3: Witch Mark; Feature Shada- 
Douglas Adams and the video; Interview Robeds, 
Pennant- Director Shada; Video rev/ewShada; Video 
review Daleks:The Early Years; Video review Cyber- 
men:The Early Years; Nation, Terry. InterviewPt 2/4- 
Blake's 7 Pt 1/2; Space 1999. Video reviewV ols 5,6; 
Star Trek. Bk review Ice Trap; ST: Next Gen: Ep 
Guide Seasons: 20-26; FPCPWounded-Cardassian; 
Feature Cardassians; Timeslip. FPCP Frank and 
Jean Skinner; FlashbackStoty #1 :Wrong End of Time 
Pt 212). 

ISSUE 34 Anderson, Gerry. Interview Part 212): 
Blake's 7. Video review Eps 41-44; Champions 
Video review Vols 3,4; Dr Who: Bk review 
Nightshade; FPCP Talons Weng- Chiang-Leela & 
Doctor; Interview Jameson, Lousie-Actress Leelaf; 
Eerie, Indiana Video reviewV ols 1 ,2; Nation, Terry 
Interview Pt 3/4-Blake's 7 Pt 2/2; Questor Tapes 
Flash- back. Randall & Hopkirk (Dcsd) Video review 
Vol 4 For Girl/A Disturbing Case; Sap- phire and 
Steel Video review Story 3 (Time Capsule); Space 
1999. FPCP Maya and Koenig; ST:NextGen: FPCP 
In Theory-Data the painter; Interview Spiner, Brent- 
Actor Data Pt 1/2t; V:The Series. Video review Vols 
1-3. 

ISSUE 35 Dr Who Video review Tom Baker Years; 
Video review Earthshock; McCallum. David. Inter- 
v/ewTwilight Z, UNCLE, Sapphire & Steel; Moonbase 
3. FPCP Sit Bejamin prophesises doom; Flashback 
View of a Dead Planet (last ep)); Mumy, Billy Inter- 
view Twilight Z.Lost in Space; Nation, Terry. Inter- 
view Pt 4/4-Dr Whot; Secret Service Video review 
Vols 1 ,2 (in Unwin-speakl): Star Trek. Bk review The 
New Voyages; Bk review Sanctuary; Ep Guide 
Season 1; 1-9; ST: Next Gen.: FPCP Spiner, Brent; 


Star Trek: Deep Space Nine: Feature Looking to the 
new series; ST: Next Gen: Interview Spiner, Brent- 
Actor Data Pt 212): Twilight Zone (orig) Interview 
McCallum, David-Actor; /nterv/ewMumy, Billy-Actor. 
ISSUE 36 Beauty 4 Beast Video review Special 
season tapes 1 -3; Blake s 7. Video review Eps 45-48; 
Dr Who Bk review Monsters; Bk review Sixties; Inter- 
view Ford, Carole Ann-Actress Susan; Mumy, Billy 
Interview Lost in Space, comics; Prisoner Video 
review Prisoner Video Companion; Professionals 
Video review Vols 1-3; Sapphire and Steel Video 
review Story 4 (Photographs); Space 1999 FPCP 
Shooting The Immunity Syndrome; Flashback The 
Immunity Syndromef; Video review Vols 7,8; Star 
Trek Bk review War Drums; Ep Guide Season 1 HO- 
IS; ST: Next Gen: FPCP Nth Degree-Barclay+ com- 
puter; Interview Schultz, Dwight-Actor Lt Barclay); 
Tom. People (90s). FPCP Main cast with Roger 
Price; Location Report Filming the first series-Part 
1 / 2 ). 

ISSUE 37 A-Z of Brit tv Themes. Audio Rvw From 
60s and 70s; Dr Who. Audio RvwCD re-issues of in- 
cidental music; Bk review Love and War; Flashback 
Rescue; Video review Aztecs; Video review Mawdryn 
Undead; Ghostwatch Review, Red Dwarf Bk 
review Official Companion; Red Dwarf 4: Video 
review. Sapphire and Steel Interview Hammond, 
Peter J-Writer/Creator; Seymour, Carolyn FPCP, 
Star Trek. Bk review Death Count; Ep Guide Season 
1:20-29; FPCP Sulu close-up; Intenriew Takei, 
George-Actor Sulu Part 1/2); Interview Seymour. 
Carolyn- Actress); Thunderbirds Bk review Calen- 
dar(1993); Tom. Peopte(90s). Location Report Film- 
ing the first series-Part 2/2). 

ISSUE 38 (Bumper Issue, £2.95, USS6.95) Bain, 
Barbara FPCP Actress in 1992; Blake’s 7. Video 
reviewEps49-52; Cult tv Classics Audio flvw(Silva 
Screen); Dr Who Bk review Universal Databank; Bk 
review4thDoctorHandBk;Bkrev/ewDaemonsscript 
Bk; FPCPDaemons artwork; Feature Return to Devils 
End, Making of...; Interview Letts, Barry-Wrtr/Prodcr 
Daemons; Interview Maloney, David-Director; Gray, 
Barry Audio Rvw Music for tv (Silva Screen); Index 
FeatureTV Zone so far; Prisoner Audio RvwVolume 
3; Ep Guide Eps 1 -7; Feature What was it all about?; 
Red Dwarf 5: Ep Guide : Space: 1999 FPCPDr Rus- 
sell & Koenig (Season 1); Interview Bain, Barbara- 
Actress Dr Russell); Star Trek Bk review 
Nightshade; FPCP Squire of Gothos-Kirk & Sulu; In- 
terview Takei, George-Actor Sulu Part 2/2; ST: Next 
Gen: Ep Listing Season 5); Ep Listing Season 4); 
Star Trek: DS9 FPCP EmissarySisko & Major Kira; 
ST: Next Gen.: Interview Carson, David-Director Part 
1/3); Timeslip. FPCP Bukov saves Liz in The Icebox; 
FlashbackStoty #2:lce Box); Twilight Zone (orig) 
Feature Series overview. 

ISSUE 39 Ace of Wands Interview MacKenzie, 
Michael-Actor Tarot; Champions Video rev/ewVols 
5,6; Dr Who Poster 30th Anniv mega-poster, Dr7 
(A3); Videoreview Terminus; Video review Return to 
Devils End; Prisoner Ep Guide Eps 8-17; Space 
1999. Video review Vols 9,10; Star Trek. Bk review 
New Voyages 2 ; Star Trek: Deep Space Nine FPCP 
Sisko explains Linear Time to son; Star Trek: The 
Next Gen: Interview Dennehy, El izabeth -Actress 
Shelby; Star Trek: Deep Space Nine: Review Emis- 
sary); Tom. People (70s). FPCP John in spacesuit; 
Flashback Blue and the Green). 

FPCP = Full-page Colour Picture 
t indicates colour feature 
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5W Four to Doomsday 
5Y Kinda 
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Please note release dates are subject to 
last minute revisions. 


STAR TREK 
Grounded (#25) 
by David Bischoff 
Publisher: Titan Books 
Price: £3.99 
Published: March 1993 


T HERE have been some fairly dis- 
astrous Trek books over the 
years, but very few are quite as 
hopelessly misconceived and 
executed as David Bischoff s first entry 
into the Trek canon. 

The story of Grounded sounds very ex- 
citing if you read the blurb on the back of 
the book, and, rather interestingly, most of 
the story is told in flashback. Unfortu- 
nately, the blurb tells you far too much and 
it’s never quite clear at which point the 
flashback has caught up with the real-time 
events. 

All of this could be easily forgiven if the 
book displayed any evidence that the 
author had watched a single episode of 
The Next Generation. If his charac- 
terization of the lead personnel is anything 
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INFECTED BY A DANGEROUS ALIEN LIFE 
25 FORM . THE STARSHIP ENTERPRISE' IS 
SCHEDULED FOR DESTRUCTION. , 


to go by, Mister Bischoff has been watch- 
ing a totally different programme. 

Who is this Captain Picard who snaps 
orders around and acts like a grumpy 
menopausal man? Who is this strange 
Deanna Troi who acts more like her nosey 
mother? And where is the warmth be- 
tween the crew that, especially in the situ- 
ation this book portrays, would bind them 
together. Quite frankly, it ain’t there. 

If the story had been set somewhere 
within the first tv season’s framework, the 
characters may have been almost right, 
but set clearly in Seasons Five or even Six, 
the whole thing jars. The Next Genera- 
tion frequently works when the characters 
rise above a mediocre (or even dire) story, 
but when a fairly lame story is populated 
by frankly unrecognizable and dislikeable 
regular characters, it stinks. 

Bischoff seems to have spent far too 
much time creating interesting (if 
astonishingly cliched) supporting charac- 
ters to the neglect of a believable story — 
so much so that the ‘with one bound they 
were free’ style resolution is amazingly 
kitsch and immature for the usually intrin- 
sic and clever endings the books possess. 

By the way, what happened to Metrina 
Harcourt, whose potential love triangle 
with Mikal Tillstrom and Penelope Win- 
throp just dissipates when Bischoff gets 
bored of that storyline? 

On a sliding scale out of ten. Grounded 
gets down well into minus figures. 

Mark Chappell 

RED DWARF 
Programme Guide 
by Chris Howarth and 
Steve Lyons 
Publisher: Virgin 
Price: £4.99 
Released 18th Mar ’93 

W ITH a mere thirty episodes 
to its credit. Red Dwarf ap- 
parently now qualifies for 
its own programme guide. 
The book, despite a rather insipid cover, 
is well-researched and informative, with 
extensive breakdowns of each story, char- 
acter studies of the five leads, and a back- 
ground section which uncovers many 
unknown facts about the series. This sec- 
tion, which also details the original script 
of the pilot episode, reveals numerous mi- 
nutia, for example: Holly was originally 
envisaged as a woman, Lister was written 
for a man in his forties, and the show was 
initially accepted for production as a ‘Film 
on Four’. 

Of less interest is the Index segment, 
which dredges up every paltry detail of the 
show. Under A we have ‘After Eight 



Mints’, under C there is ‘Coffee’ ( Lister 
likes take his double caffinated with four 
sugars) and S has ‘Socks’. These hundred 
pages will only be of interest to complete 
Red Dwarf fanatics. 

Trivia also rears its head in the chapter 
covering spin-offs. The disparities be- 
tween the novels and the tv series afford 
an extensive look at Infinity Welcomes 
Careful Drivers and Better Than Life. 
However, to examine every badge and 
every T-shirt produced in the name of Red 
Dwarf smacks of ‘the anorak brigade' that 
the writers so lavishly pour scorn on in the 
first chapter. I did enjoy the information 
on the American pilot, which for many 
fans in this country still remains an 
enigma. Sadly, no illustrations from it are 
included in the section of black and white 
photographs. 

The biggest disappointment is the fact 
that the book features nothing on the 
show’s sixth season, which has recently 
completed production. Surely Virgin 
could have held back publication in order 
to include some particulars? 

Matthew Cooke 

DOCTOR WHO 
The New Adventures 
The Pit 

By Neil Penswick 
Publisher: Virgin 
Published: 21st Mar ’93 

T HIS nearly lives up to its name. 
It doesn’t quite reach ‘The Pits', 
it’s only good enough for one. It 
is a hotchpotch of ideas, badly 
written and relatively unimaginative. 
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The prologue is quite intriguing, but the 
basic story turns out to be another of those 
interminable navel-contemplation ideas 
about the history of the Time Lords. The 
premise is that the Time Lords made some 
‘big mistake’ a long time ago and have 
kept the event a secret ever since. Yawn... 

The mistake isn't much to talk about and 
echoes Raymond E Feist’s far superior 
Riftwcir books — thematically anyway. 
Then of course, it’s still a silly idea that a 
Time travelling race would have myths — 
and why do people insist on using that 
meaningless expression that Gallifrey is 
in the constellation of Kasterborus? 

Yet again, another famous person from 
Earth’s history, William Blake, makes an 
appearance. Has every famous person in 
Earth’s history met the Doctor? There are 
probably some supposedly clever refer- 
ences to Blake’s works in the narrative, 
but there seems to be no point in this 
person being here. Nor is there any point 
in the brief appearance of UNIT. 

Even worse, the Doctor and his new 
companion, Bernice, are separated very 
early on. The Doctor vanishes to another 
place where he meets Blake, has all sorts 
of strange experiences and then arrives 
back to discover what the story’s all about. 
Bernice becomes embroiled in a sub-plot 
which involves strange happenings in a 
solar system she knows will be destroyed 
but the Doctor had not heard of. Right 
from the start we know that the system is 
doomed, so what happens to its inhabi- 
tants is fairly immaterial, and even then 
some of the sub-plots are not resolved and 
so rendered pointless. 



Finally, writing style is all a matter of 
taste, but 1 found Penswick’s machine- 
gun of style short sentences a chore to 
read. It was almost as if I was reading 
stage directions in a script rather than a 
piece of literature. It does improve as the 
book progresses, but it’s not easy going. 
A rating? A yawn’s worth of yawns... 
Good cover, though. 

Jan Vincent-Rudzki 

Sapphire and Steel 
Adventure Five 
ITC Video 

Released: 8th Mar ’93 

T HIS was the only story not writ- 
ten by series creator Peter J Ham- 
mond who, due to time pressures 
(no pun intended!), was forced to 
hand over his concept to Don Houghton 
and Anthony Read, handl ing alternate epi- 
sodes. Both had previous experience of 
the genre, having worked on Doctor Who 
in the Seventies; Houghton’s credits in- 
clude Inferno and Mind of Evil. 

Adventure Five is a homage to the great 
Agatha Christie murder mysteries, wi th an 
unusual slant. To celebrate the Fiftieth 
anniversary of his company Mullrine In- 
ternational, Lord Mullrine holds a party at 
his country home. Every detail is fash- 
ioned around the year 1 930; even the radio 
plays a commentary of the cricket test 
match of the era (the voiceover is provided 
by the late Valentine Dyall). However, 
curious things soon happen: the guests 
begin to lose their memories, it is dark 
outside when it should be light, and the 
door to ‘1980’ seems to fade away. 

Ten minutes into the story Sapphire and 
Steel arrive, in the guise of Virginia and 
Miles Cavendish. The writers make good 
use of Sapphire’s psychic talents in order 
to establish each of the guest characters 
(Veronica Blarney: “She’s twenty-four. 
Very much in love. Not very bright. Born 
in Barnes”). As they assume period cos- 
tume (Lumley has never looked more ra- 
diant), the party begins, and one by one, 
in order of their age, the guests are mur- 
dered — or are they? 

Shaun O'Riordan, the director and pro- 
ducer, as ever makes the most of the limi- 
tations of the studio-bound production, 
with a sprawling set and a camera crane to 
shoot in it. There is some sterling camera- 
work — such as the marvellous shot in 
episode three which establishes Sapphire 
and Steel in telepathic communication in 
the lounge, then pulls far back to include 
the other characters in the hallway. 

There is some hammy acting (Patience 
Collier as Emma Mullrine sweeps the 
awards in this category), some offending 
incidental music and the occasional boom 
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shadow, but ultimately the strength of the 
script shines through. 

Richard Houldsworth 


RANDALL AND 
HOPKIRK (DECEASED) 
ITC Video 
price: £10.99 
Released: 22nd Mar ’93 

I T'S good to see that ITC’s releases of 
this 'My partner’s a ghost’ late ’60s 
detective series are popular enough 
to warrant continuation. I had my 
doubts about the marketable appeal of 
something which, in the cold light of the 
’90s, looks pedestrian and a bit rough 
round the edges. However, Randall and 
Hopkirk wins on charm and nostalgia 
value. 

Switch your nostalgia mode to over- 
drive when watching the first episode in 
the latest tape. Could You Recognise The 
Man Again ? is a dreary cops and robbers 
story about gangland murder and, once 
again. Inspector Large suspects Randall of 
dishonesty. The main hook of the story is 
that Jeanie (wife of Hopkirk deceased) is 
kidnapped by homely cockney mobsters 
in an attempt to stop her — and Jeff — 
testifying against their boss, who care- 
lessly murdered someone in the back of 
Jeff s car. Although the deceased Marty 
does a lot of tuning into Jeanie’s emotions 
— and eventually finds her surprising 
‘prison’ — this story does not exploit the 
supernatural element of the series at all. 

When Did You Start To Stop Seeing 
Things? is a distinct improvement. Its 
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most memorable scenes involve Marty 
trying to contact hypnotised patients 
while they lie on a psychiatrist’s couch 
and watch a revolving ‘Op Art’ circle. The 
reason he needs help above and beyond 
his old mate Jeff is that old mate Jeff is 
suddenly ignoring Marty and has decided 
to become a psycho. Inspector Large is, of 
course, only too willing to believe this 
unlikely personality shift. Mike Pratt’s 
out-of-character Jeff is aided by Keith 
Barron in one of those deadpan, ironic 
assassin roles so common in ITC series. 

The climax of the story scores high in 
the comedy stakes, with psychiatrist Sir 
Oliver thinking he’s a secret agent on a 
mission to rescue Jeff — courtesy of 
Marty’s undead influence, of course. I 
shan’t give away the twist in the plot, but 
suffice to say that it involves a rubber 
mask! 

Nicholas Briggs 

MAN IN A SUITCASE 
2 Volumes 
ITC Video 
Price: £10.99 each 
Released: 19th Apr ’93 

A T LAST, this series has made 
its video debut. The man in the 
suitcase is McGill, an ex-CIA 
agent who was dismissed from 
the organization for a crime he insists he 
did not commit. Now McGill acts on a 
freelance basis, using his CIA skills. In 
each episode he is in pastures new, more 
often than not employed by none too sa- 
voury characters. 


RICHARD BRADFORD is McGill 



from C.I.A. agent to bounty hunter 
McGM ts warned dean, or alive! 



Brainwash sees McGill held prisoner 
and slowly being brainwashed to under- 
take a task, but what the task actually 
entails is not as clear cut as it may seem. 
And this is one of the main strengths of the 
series, its convoluted plots. Some stories 
are straight forward, while others twist 
and turn at every possible opportunity. 

The incidental music is by Albert Elms, 
who also provided music for The Pris- 
oner, so it is not surprising that the two 
series sound very similar. It is very easy 
to imagine Brainwash with McGill re- 
placed by The Prisoner and the opposition 
as The Village characters. 

The second story on this tape is the 
excellent Man from the Dead. In this we 
discover just why McGill left the CIA, and 
what was behind it. Nothing straightfor- 
ward, you may be sure of that. For a Lon- 
doner like myself, it is also a bit strange to 
see some of the action take place at the 
White City stadium, now demolished and 
replaced by a new BBC building. 

The second tape features The Sitting Pi- 
geon and Which Way Did He Go McGill?. 
The former involves the relatively simple 
plot of McGill babysitting a police wit- 
ness and avoiding his death. Notable 
points include the supporting cast, with a 
‘young’ James Grout (Inspector Morse’s 
boss), Mark Eden (interviewed this issue), 
Robin Bailey and George Sewell. 

Which Way..? features McGill trying to 
track down stolen money from a robbery. 
One of the gang (played by Donald Suth- 
erland) has been released from prison and 
systematically kills off his fellow crooks 
in his search for his share. An enjoyable 
episode, with a large amount of location 


shooting around Denham, also a popular 
location for The Avengers. 

The first video is definitely worth 
watching, and when you've done that the 
second tape will be all the more enjoyable. 
With only thirty episodes to this series, 
let's hope that these first tapes sell well so 
we can enjoy the rest of this unusual and 
unique series. Recommended. 

James Phillips 

DOCTOR WHO 
Image of the Fendahl 
BBC Video 
Price: £10.99 
Released March ’93 

I T seems to be a Supernatural month 
at BBC Video, with the release of 
two Who stories which are far too 
similar for their own good. Image 
re-treads much of the same ground as The 
Damians', once again there are mysterious 
deaths at night in rural England, a white 
witch, a coven of devil worshippers, and 
the powers of darkness. 

The tale centres around Fetch Priory, 
where Dr Fendelman and his assistants 
Maximillian Stael, Adam Colby and Thea 
Ransome investigate a human skull that 
dates back to before the evolution of man. 
Meanwhile a hitch-hiker is attacked by an 
unseen force, and the Doctor and Leela are 
drawn to Earth by Fendelman’s secret ex- 
periments with a Sonic Time Scanner, 
which threaten the safety of the planet. As 
the influence of the skull transforms Thea 
into the Medusa-like Fendahl, the travel- 
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lers are trapped in the house and left to 
fight her army of monstrous Fendahline. 

The story succeeds because of the writ- 
ing skills of Chris Boucher, here provid- 
ing his third Doctor Who script. The 
narrative is well-paced; episode one is 
heavy on dialogue and concentrates on the 
guest characters, but by part four it builds 
to an explosive climax. As usual, Boucher 
provides credible characters (particularly 
Thea and Adam) and some amusing dia- 
logue (such as Colby's ‘You must think 
my head zips up the back’ and the Doctor 
and Leela’s absurd description of how to 
make fruitcake). 

The visuals are imaginative; most strik- 
ing are the skull’s possession of Thea, and 
her stunning transformation in the final 
episode. Resident sound effects expert 
Dick Mills also deserves a mention for his 
admirable work on this production. 

There is a strong line-up of guest stars; 
Dennis Lill makes a splendid Fendelman, 
and provides a convincing Germanic ac- 
cent (one only has to compare his re- 
strained performance with Frederick 
Jaeger in The Invisible Enemy or Lewis 
Fiander in Nightmare of Eden). Wanda 
Ventham and Edward Arthur are fine as 
Thea and Adam, while Scott Fredericks is 
there to do what he is best at — playing a 
cold-hearted villain, Stael. 

In just its second story, K9 is written out 
in the opening scenes because there is no 
place for him, while Leela, as ever, is there 
for titillation, flashing ample thigh and 
cleavage. On three occasions we have her 
writhing on the floor — once with Tom 
Baker on top of her! 

If one can forgive the blatant sexism. 
Image is an exceedingly enjoyable romp, 
which hasn’t dated since its original trans- 
mission in 1977. 

David Richardson 

FAST FORWARD 





DOCTOR WHO: The Daemons 
BBC Video 
Price: £10.99 
Released March ’93 

T HE banner on the sleeve reads: 
‘For the first time since 1971, the 
full reconstructed colour ver- 
sion’, which is a slight liberty 
when one considers it is only a few weeks 
since the story was shown on BBC2... It 
also is baffling why video companies 
choose to release material so quickly after 



transmission; surely anybody who wants 
the programme already has it taped? 

The Daemons needs little introduction, 
since this recolourization of the black and 
white film copy has attracted much media 
attention over recent months. Widely 
touted as one of the best Doctor Who 
stories, it scores in its combination of Sci- 
ence Fiction, black magic, action, charac- 
ter inteiplay, monsters and Horror. There 
are some great ideas in Barry Letts and 
Robert Sloman’s script (particularly the 
notion of trapping the characters inside the 
Heat Barrier), and some memorable set 
pieces (the Doctor’s capture by Morris 
Dancers, the Helicopter chase in episode 
3). But ultimately it is the power of Roger 
Delgado’s Master and Stephen Thome’s 
Azal that make the show superior. 

The production is obviously high- 
budget, with a sizeable chunk filmed on 
location, and a hired helicopter. Even so, 
realizing the thirty-foot high Azal must 
have caused headaches; for the exterior 
scenes his presence is merely suggested, 
whereas in the studio his appearance is 
assisted by the use of Chromakey. 

Although the results of the sophisticated 
re-colourization process are an improve- 
ment on the black and white print, this 
version is no substitute for the lost original 
videotaped material, as comparison with 
the surviving fourth episode demon- 
strates. The slightly fuzzy picture quality 
and washed-out colours are unintention- 
ally reflected in an awful video cover, 
which won’t be tempting any potential 
buyers. 

Richard Houldsworth 
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SUPERCAR: Volume 4 
ITC Video 
Price: £8.99 

Released: 22nd Mar ’93 

F OUR more episodes from the 
early Sixties with Mike Mercury 
and his puppet friends. They’re 
full of the usual Anderson ingre- 
dients, with arch-villain Masterspy ( The 
Tracking of Masterspy), a haunted Scot- 
tish castle ( The Phantom Piper), down to 
ocean depths in Deep Seven and the 
dreaded Black Morgan in Pirate Plunder. 

Very dated, but just as high in nostalgia 
value. 

James Phillips 

THE RETURN OF THE SAINT 

Two Volumes 

ITC Video 

Price: £10.99 

Released: 8th Mar ’93 

I AN OGILVY returns in four epi- 
sodes from the 1970s series. The Ar- 
mageddon Alternative centres on the 
rather topical theme of a mad bomber 
on the lose in London. The Imprudent 
Professor involves ecology and the Cold 
War. Murder Cartel takes Simon Templar 
into work for the CIA! Finally, The Vil- 
lage That Sold It Soul is a brooding Italian 
village. Dangerous... 

Guest stars include young-ish versions 
of Catherine Schell, Susan Penhaligon, 
Britt Eckland, Kate O’ Mara, Donald 
Houston and George Cole. 

Can it really be 1 5 years ago? 

James Phillips 
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• The Plot 

S AM is showing off his new paint- 
ing, of Roundheads and Cavaliers 
fighting by a tavern, in Mr 
Sweet’s bookshop when a visitor 
arrives. This is Doctor Winthrop, a scien- 
tist whose father is a friend of Mr Sweet’ s. 

Winthrop, who works in chemical re- 
search, feels he is being followed, and 
says that the previous day a cargo of gas 
cylinders were stolen as they were being 
taken to be dumped. The gas, Hallucinix 
23 (H23), is deadly and Winthrop has 
nicknamed it ’Nightmare Gas’. 


Winthrop explains to Tarot that he dis- 
covered H23 while trying to find a new 
tranquilizing gas. It causes the victim to 
become unconscious and then find him- 
self in a nightmare world. After 23 min- 
utes, the vivid images cause the victim to 
die of shock. There is an — expensive — 
antidote which Winthrop and his team 
used to bring themselves out of H23-in- 
duced comas. There is only a small phial 
left, which Winthrop carries. The only 
other person who knew of Winthrop’ s 
work was his assistant, Thalia Smith, who 
left to look after her brother. Thankfully 
Winthrop has the only activation device to 
make the H23 cylinders deadly. 


Left: Cavalier Sam (Tony Selby) 

Below: Tarot finds the situation is getting just a little bit out of hand... ptx**oTt*™s,» 
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Winthrop is being followed, by a 
woman and her male aide, Dalbiac, who 
is only capable of uttering one word at a 
time. Mr Sweet suggests that Winthrop 
sees his friend. Brigadier Connaught of 
the Special Internal Security Department. 
Lulli agrees to drive Winthrop to Con- 
naught in the beach buggy, and Tarot and 
Sam discover that the doctor has left his 
antidote at Tarot’s flat. Tarot’s telepathic 
link with Lulli means that he sees Lulli's 
car being hijacked by the mysterious cou- 
ple who have been following. 

The images through Lulli’s eyes allow 
them to pinpoint her location as she and 
Winthrop are driven along. The kidnap- 
pers are Thalia Smith and her brother, who 
demand the H23 activator and reveal they 
have a pre-arranged meeting with pro- 
spective buyers. 

The group arrive at a windmill where the 
cylinders are hidden. Winthrop and Lulli 
are attached to the grinding mechanism to 
prevent their escape, as Thalia plans to use 
them in a demonstration for her contacts. 

Sam and Tarot determine that Lulli must 
be at Blanchford Mill and set off on Sam’s 
motorbike. Winthrop tells Lulli that he 
found himself back in the age of the dino- 
saurs when he sampled H23. Thalia sets 
up a make-shift gas chamber and prepares 
to experiment on Lulli. Tarot bursts into 
the mill, and Thalia instead decides to 
unleash H23 on the illusionist. 


Episode 2 


Tarot collapses into a coma, and Dalbiac 
is sent outside to deal with Sam. Tarot 
finds himself outside a tavern like the one 
in the Sam’s picture, and accused by two 
soldiers of being a royalist. 

He is back at the time of the Roundhead 
and Cavaliers’ conflict. Tarot’s illusions 
before the two roundheads merely lead to 
him being accused of witchcraft and he is 
held for the Inquisitor General to see. The 
other royalist prisoners are Sir Richard 
Winthrop the court alchemist, and court 
favourite Lady Lillian (who looks just like 
Lulli). Next enters Mistress Thalia, an ad- 
viser to the Inquisitor of Cromwell’s re- 
gime. 

Thalia monitors Tarot and the effect of 
the ‘ultimate deterent' . In the dream. Tarot 
tries to contact Lulli through Lady Lillian. 
Lulli concentrates on Tarot’s message of 
Sam being somewhere outside, although 
outside the mill Dalbiac appears to gun 
Sam down. Tarot hears a musket shot 
outside the tavern in his dream, and de- 
cides to use his ‘magic powers’ as a diver- 
sion so that he, Winthrop and Lillian can 
escape. The plan goes wrong, and the 
frightened soldiers almost kill Tarot. 

Sam has not fallen foul of Dalbiac after 


...and as if being burned alive wasn’t bad enough! 


all, and has knocked the blonde giant out 
to gain access to the mill. At the same 
moment. Cavalier Sergeant Maxted enters 
the tavern in Tarot's dream. As Sam takes 
control of the situation, he recalls that 
Tarot had Winthrop’ s antidote. 

In his dream. Tarot frantically yells to 
Maxted, who is fighting the roundheads, 
that the antidote fell from his hand into a 
comer of the gas chamber. 

Dalbiac comes to and gets the upper 
hand by threatening Lulli, and in the 
dream. Tarot’s friends realize they are out- 
numbered. 

The Inquisitor (Dalbiac) enters and or- 
ders that the royalists be shot, while Tarot 
should be burnt. As Dalbiac and Thalia 
prepare another cylinder for the demon- 
stration, Winthrop examines Tarot and 
finds him near to death. Tarot is tied to the 
stake and he desperately telepaths to Lulli 
that the antidote is in the direction of his 
pointing finger. Lulli locates the bottle 
and Winthrop saves Tarot’s life. 

Thalia and Dalbiac, seeing Tarot re- 


vived by the antidote, immediately start to 
inject more H23 into the gas chamber. 

Episode 3 

Winthrop, Lulli and Sam place cloths 
over their mouths, while the antidote in 
Tarot’s body gives him an extra period of 
immunity. Dalbiac, whose exposure to 
H23 at his sister’ s hands caused his speech 
impairment, is concerned about the anti- 
dote bottle on the floor and ventures inside 
the gas chamber wearing a gas mask to 
check. The pair then set the sails of the 
windmill in motion, the signal to their 
buyer that all is clear for his arrival. 

Tarot manages to plug the gas inlet pipe 
and once Dalbiac and Thalia leave the mill 
the group form a plan of escape. Sam 
applies his criminal skills to opening the 
chamber door, but as he succeeds the vil- 
lains return and the group play dead again. 
Tarot deduces that the windmill's opera- 
tion is a signal to the buyer arriving by 
helicopter. Thalia and Dalbiac are laying 
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out a landing area. 

The duo realize the prisoners are free 
and beseige them in the mill, but Tarot 
finds a telephone and calls Mr Sweet. He 
has barely got through before the line is 
cut — before he gave their location. 

Winthrop makes an attempt to destroy 
the rest of H23, but is wounded by Dal- 
biac. Meanwhile, Ozymandias manages 
to point out the location of the mill to Mr 
Sweet on Tarot's map, with the bookseller 
alerting Brigadier Connaught. Tarot calls 
out to Thalia, reminding her that they still 
have the H23 activator inside the mill. 

Dalbiac is lured inside and finds Tarot's 
group safe and a canister of H23 threaten- 
ing him. Dalbiac breaks down in terror 
and flees from the mill. 

A helicopter appears, but contains Mr 
Sweet and Connaught’s team who deal 
with Thalia and Daliac. 

Although the trauma suffered by Dal- 
biac through H23 can never be corrected, 
Winthrop sets to work on his new project. 

Credits 

Tarot Michael Mackenzie 

Sam Tony Selby 

Lulli Judy Loe 

Mr Sweet Donald Layne-Smith 

Thalia Isobel Black 

Dalbiac Jonathan Newth 

Dr Richard Winthrop 

Laurence Carter 

Sergeant Lewis Wilson 

Trooper Alan Chuntz 

Ozymandias Fred Owl 

Writer Don Houghton 

Series Creator Trevor Preston 

Magic Adviser Ali Bongo 

Title Music Andrew Bown 

Designer Harry Clark 

Producer Pamela Lonsdale 

Director Ronald Marriott 

Background 

Nightmare Gas was the second and final 
serial for Ace of Wands to be written by 
the late Don Houghton. The three-part 
serial was the third story to be shown in 
the second, and probably most successful, 
season of Thames Television’s Fan- 
tasy/adventure series about a stage illu- 
sionist with telepathic powers. 

The story stuck to one of Trevor Pre- 
ston’s original concepts for the series, the 
fact that Mr Sweet, Tarot’s friend, had so 
many acquaintances in high places that 
they would come to the show’s heroes for 
help — as with Mr Christopher in Seven 
Serpents, Sulphur and Salt. Other influ- 
ences on the plot were drawn in part from 
two Doctor Who serials Houghton had 



written in 1970: Inferno and The Mind of 
Evil . In the former, the Doctor, found him- 
self in a parallel dimension with counter- 
parts of people he knew on our Earth; in 
Nightmare Gas, Tarot's nightmare in Epi- 
sode 2 saw the cast doubling up as round- 
heads and cavaliers. The Mind of Evil also 
dealt with a mind parasite which seized a 
fear particular to a person and used it to 
kill them, while H23 took Tarot’s glimpse 
of Sam’s new painting as the basis for the 
illusionist’s own nightmare. 

Location filming took place on country 
roads for the kidnap of Lulli and Winthrop 
in Episode 1, plus Sam and Tarot’s sub- 
sequent location of the mill while scouting 
the area on the BMW motorbike. A wind- 
mill near the home of director Ronald 
Marriott at Dorking was also used in all 
three instalments, with a friend of Marri- 
ott’s able to provide a helicopter for the 
final episode virtually free of charge. The 
serial was one of the last productions for 
Marriott, who had then recently ended a 
long stint as producer of the popular Redi- 
fusion/Thames series Sexton Blake. 

Thalia, was played by Isobel Black, the 
latest in a long line of noted character 
artistes who added so much quality to the 
production of Ace of Wands and raise it 
above the level of ‘another kids series’. 
The Scots actress was best known at the 
time for her role as Eileen O’Rourke in 
The Troubleshooters. 

The serial was recorded at Thames Tele- 
vision’s Teddington Lock Studios during 
July 197 1 and transmitted on the ITV net- 
work at 5.20pm from I sl September to 1 5 th 
September 1971. The show was allocated 
a half-hour slot which included acommer- 
cial break, hence Don Houghton’s speci- 
fication of twenty-three minutes as the 
length of time before H23 induced death 
was no accident, it was the standard dura- 
tion of an Ace of Wands episode. 

Very few sets were required. Aside from 
the standard sets of Mr Sweet’s antiquar- 
ian bookshop in Bloomsbury and Tarot’s 
exotic ‘pad’, the two principle settings 
were the interior of the windmill and the 
interior of the tavern seen in the Episode 
2 dream sequences. 

There was no specially composed inci- 
dental music. Episode I used some mood 
effects to indicate the usual telepathic 
communication between Tarot and Lulli, 
while Episodes 2 and 3 included a variety 
of percussive pieces off library discs to 
back both action sequences (such as Dal- 
biac stalking Sam at the mill) and Tarot’s 
‘execution’. 

Unfortunately, Nightmare Gas was not 
retained by Thames Television Interna- 
tional for overseas sales, and is not known 
to exist in any form. 

Andrew Pixley 
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| Timeslip Videos! 


Enter your very own Time bubble 
and travel back to 1970... You’ve 
read the rave reviews in TV Zone , 
now’s your chance to sample the 
trailblazing merchandise. 

We have ten copies of ITC Home 
Videos’s double-pack video release 
of the first Timeslip story The 
Wrong End of Time. 

All you have to do to be with a 
chance of winning is answer the 
three questions below. 

1) What starring actor do the film 

Privates on Parade and Timeslip 

have in common. 

2) Timeslip star Spencer Banks 
went on to appear in another suc- 
cessful children’s tv series. Its title 
began with a T too! Name the se- 
ries. 

3) Who was the man in the suit 
who appeared before the title se- 
quence of Timeslip? 

Answers on a postcard to:- 

TV ZONE (Bubble), 

PO Box 371, 

LONDON, 

SW14 8JL, 

UK 

Closing date: 30 th April 
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BARBARA 


B arbara march has 

appeared in three episodes 
of Star Trek, but it is un- 
likely that any of the series’ 
most devoted fans would recognize 
her. Under heavy make-up, Barbara 
played Lursa, one of the two sisters from 
the treacherous Klingon family of Duras. 
In the two-part Star Trek: The Next 
Generation story Redemption Lursa and 
B'Etor allied themselves with the Romu- 
lans and attempted to take over the Em- 
pire; more recently they returned in Deep 
Space Nine, seeking to regain power. TV 
Znne spoke to Barbara about her role as 
the scheming alien. 

TV Zone: How did you originally be- 
come an actress? 

Barbara March: I went to theatre 
school in Canada and started off as an 
apprentice at the Stratford festival. I spent 
three seasons there, then kept going west. 


I went to New York, 
then to Minneapolis, then I came to 
Los Angeles. 

My background is mostly in theatre, but 
I’ve done a couple of Canadian films, and 
I’ve done a Kenny Rogers film Gambler 
IV. I was on LA Law, and a Soap called 
As The World Turns. I’ve also played 
Maria in Twelfth Night for television. 

False Teeth 

TV Zone: How did you get the part of 
Lursa in Redemption ? 

Barbara: I went and I auditioned, then 
got a call back to go and see the producers. 
That day they put me in some costume 
fittings and I went through the whole proc- 
ess of the three hour make-up, to have this 


In Redemption, B’Etor and her sister Lursa make a bid for the Klingon Empire 


latex head glued on, and they made me 
some special false teeth. What happened 
was they put this latex foam thing in my 
mouth and you have to try not to swallow 
all this stuff as it’s going down your 
throat. They make this form, and from that 
made these great teeth that you just snap 
on. 

TV Zone: The Klingon make-up looks 
terribly uncomfortable; did you have any 
problems with it? 

Barbara: It was horribly uncomfort- 
able, but you get used to it. Everything is 
all attached in one piece — even the long 
hair that hangs down your back — so you 
can’t move. You can’t lie down, you can’t 
do anything — basically you’re up for the 
whole day. 

Then the costumes are made of this re- 
ally, really heavy leather, so it’s a trial. It 
takes a long time to get both the costume 
and make-up on, which meant that I had 
to get there at 3.30 in the morning. Fortu- 
nately, they have got better with the head, 
as they always do, when you've had it 
done once it’s a lot shorter than three 
hours. 

Sometimes we would do a seventeen 
hour day, and you couldn’t take it off. To 
eat we could take the teeth out, and that 
was it. One time we had finished our scene 
and gone off for lunch and Ronald Reagan 
had come to see the set, because he is such 
a Trekkie. But I missed him. 

Playing Lursa 

TV Zone: Were you given any guidance 
on how to play a Klingon? 

Barbara: Do you mean like a series 
bible on the Klingons? No. Except for 
Worf, I don’ t think there had been so many 
Klingons around until Redemption came 
along, and then there were tons of them. 
They didn't have anything on the strange 
accents or the strange dialogue we had to 
say in Klingon. The performance evolved 
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Strange and strained allies; Klingon Lursa and Romulan Sela (Denise Crosby) 


because the girl who played my sister 
B' Etor was a friend of mine from Canada, 
and when I was cast I didn't know she was 
going to be in it. So we got together on set 
and it was great because we knew each 
other well, and I think that helped just to 
create a kind of relationship with each 
other. It was a lot of fun. 

TV Zone: The first episode of Redemp- 
tion came at the end of the fourth season 
of ST:TNG, with the second episode be- 
ginning the fifth season. How did you feel 
about the break in filming between the two 
instalments? 

Barbara: There was a month between 
the two. However, you walk on the set and 
the whole thing is unique; once you put 
your costume and make-up on it’s like 
you’ve never left it. It’s so unusual you 
can’t forget it. It's huge, like a big space- 
ship sitting inside this studio — it’s not 
like doing normal episodic television. The 
sets for Deep Space Nine are also very 
spectacular; we went into one of the main 
sets and filmed in the ship, and they were 
glorious. 

TV Zone: Have you had much involve- 
ment with the other cast members on The 
Next Generation and Deep Space Nine? 

Barbara: We worked a lot in isolation, 

I T¥Z°T^E 


but we did a scene with Patrick, who I 
didn't know beforehand. Michael Dorn is 
a really nice man, and very gentle. Our 
scenes were really short, and we did them 
at the end of the day. 

The scenes between B’Etor and myself 
are usually apart from the main characters. 
In DS9 we only worked with another guest 
star who was an enemy alien. We had a 
little tiny bit with one of the stars on the 
show (Kira Nerys, played by Nana Visi- 
tor) but that only lasts a few seconds. We 
were just a little separate bit. I was hoping 
they’d give us a really dangerous episode, 
where we could really fight and carry 
weapons and shoot people! 

Deep Space 9 

TV Zone: Lursa and B’Etor were last 
seen transporting away from the scene of 
a battle in Redemption, so how does Deep 
Space Nine continue their story? 

Barbara: Since Lursa and B’Etor left 
from the other episodes, they didn't die — 
they’re complete outcasts of the Klingon 
world. They’re just these rebels Hying 
around, and this episode was just like a 
re-introduction of their characters.They 
were selling some Belitrium to another 
alien and get a great deal of money for this, 
and I’m not sure if the money isn’t to get 
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more ships to stage a take-over. It was a 
little small sub-plot, and we'll see if they 
take it anywhere. There is talk, but nobody 
has said anything specific. They seem to 
like these rebellious females; they’re the 
Laurel and Hardy team of Outer Space. 

TV Zone: When were you approached 
to do Deep Space Nine?. 

Barbara: It was around August/Sep- 
tember they asked us, and the episode was 
supposed to be the second or third, but 
they showed it straight after the pilot. 

Comparisons 

TV Zone: How do the two series com- 
pare? 

Barbara: They’re a little bit different. 
With Deep Space Nine they’d only done 
the pilot and two episodes when we came 
on. We don’t shoot many days for Lursa 
and B’Etor — we were just working for a 
couple of days, so it was difficult to get an 
idea. You go in, do your thing and you’ve 
left already. When you’re doing a ST 
you’ve got no idea what it’s going to be 
like until you see it; it’s so bizarre. 

Deep Space Nine is much rawer, much 
harder, which is interesting. It’s not as 
intellectual; Star Trek is so related to 
humanism. The people are wonderful to 
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work with and Michael Westmore [the 
Make-up designer] is just extraordinary; 
he comes up with just amazing designs. 
They have worked longer hours on Deep 
Space Nine because they had to try and 
get the right look for it. 

It’s a lot of fun and it’s a very easy set 
to be on, because they’ve had successful 
series so they knew what they were doing. 
It was relaxed; it wasn’t that different than 
The Next Generation. Star Trek was so 
successful that I can’t imagine they were 


too worried about Deep Space Nine tak- 
ing off. 

TV Zone: Are you a fan of Science 
Fiction? 

Barbara: I think I was. I’m probably a 
little less now. In Canada we get most of 
the British programmes, which was great, 
and we used to get Doctor Who all the 
time, so we always watched it. Brian 
Croucher is a friend of mine, who used to 
be on Blake's 7. 


TV Zone: Away from Star Trek, what 
work are you currently involved with? 

Barbara: The entertainment business is 
just getting over the recession, and it’s 
hard here. Everybody’s frightened; series 
go off the air really quickly and I think 
they’re scared of what will work and what 
won’t. 

I’ve been doing some writing — screen- 
plays — and looking to going back to 
more theatre. I want to get on stage now. 

David Richardson 


CLASSIFIED 


To advertise in the TV Zone Classifieds | 
can cost just £3!!! Readers wanting Pen 
Pals pay just £3 for up to 32 words. Fan 
rate for conventions, clubs, an- 
nouncements and fanzines is £6 for up 
to 32 words. Other ads are £12 for up to 
32 words. All prices include VAT. | 
Cheques/POs made payable to Visual 
Imagination Ltd. Copy deadline: third 
Thursday of month before publication. 
For further details of other advertising 
rates, please request our ratecard from 
Visual Imagination Ltd (TV Zone Adver- 
tising), PO Box 371, LONDON SW14 
8JL. Or ring John on 081 878 5486 and 
ask for TV Zone advertising. 


Pen Pals 


Male (20) mad about ST:TNG, Quan- 
tum, Red Dwarf and others, desires con- 
tact with any other sci fi fans. Write to: 
Rodney Milton, 64 Kynaston Drive, Salt- 
ney Ferry, Chester, Clwyd CH4 OAT. 

Star Trek fan (male 23) - especially 
ST:TNG. Wanted: fans who buy/view 
recent episodes, get US mags etc. 
Please write to: Ian Edwards, 202 Ster- 
ling Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 | 
1ST. Hailing frequencies openl 

Derby and Nottingham area: male (20) 
interested in Dr Who, Star Trek, Blakes 
Seven wanting to meet other fans. 
Please write to: Robert Bradley, 23 Lee 
Lane, Langley, Heanor, Derbyshire 
DE75 7HN 

Male, 26, devoted fan of Dr Who, would 
like similar female penfriend in North | 
West. Would be nice to know a female 
fan for a change! Darren, 29 Ludlow 
Grove, Blackpool, FY2 OPZ 


Clubs 


The Doctor Who Appreciation Society offers 
its members a range of services including the 
news magazine. Celestial Toyroom. the 
fiction magazine. Cosmic Masque, and 
discounts on merchandise and conventions. 

For membership details write, enclosing 
SAE. to: 


DWAS Membership 
(TV/A 
l»<> Box 3 
Mountsorrel 
Leicestershire 
I.KI2 7SY 



IDIC Star Trek Club UK dues 7.50 for 
six bi-monthly 80-100 page newsletters 
covering all aspects of Star Trek. SASE 


to Janet Quarton, 15 Letter Daill, Cairn- 
baan, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8SX, | 
Scotland. 

BSFR International Star Trek Club. UK 
membership £8.00, bringing you bi- 
monthly newsletters and magazines, 
featuring news, reviews, interviews, | 
photos and much much more! Send 
SASE to BSFR, Bernard Walsh, 55 Kil- 
dare Road, Knowle, Bristol, BS4 1PR. 

Ten Forward TNG Fan Club. Member- 
ship 3.50, three A4 newsletters per year, 
membership card, certificate, starship | 
assignment, choice of race, details send j 
SAE to TF, 3 Hardwicke Road, East- 
wood, Rotherham, S65 1 RE. 

FANDERSON, the Official Gerry Ander- 
son Appreciation Society. Magazines, | 
photos, exclusive merchandise, | 
cheaper rates at our conventions, local 
groups, etc. SAE for details: FANDER- 
SON, PO Box 93, Wakefield, West 
Yorks, WF1 1XJ 

AIRWOLF Appreciation Association 

UK. Remember Hawke, Dominic, Arch- 
angel, Caitlin, Marella and The Lady her- 
self? For more details, send large ssae: 
AIRWOLF Appreciation Association UK, ; 
246 Comber Road, LISBURN, Co. An- ' 
trim, BT27 6XZ 

Federation Alliance Star Trek Fan 
Club. Rates from £6. Features latest 
news, articles and up to six HIGH QUAL- 
ITY MAGAZINES per year. SAE to: | 
Chris Thompson, 1 Knowle Avenue, 
Blackpool, Lancs FY2 9RR. 

Denise Crosby Information Society 

Bi-monthly newsletter on her acting pro- | 
jects. Convention information, quarterly j 
fanzine etc. Yearly cost $16 within EC. 
Send SAE and 2 IRCs for latest rates to: 
Laura Schoeffel, PO Box 307, Ridge- 
wood, NJ 07451-0307, USA. 


Conventions 


Warp One Star Trek Convention, 30th 
April to 3rd May 1993, Morecambe, 
Lancs. Guests: Marina Sirtis and Mi- 
chael Dorn (work permitting). Send an | 
SASE to: Warp One, 69 Merlin Crescent, | 
Edgware, Middlesex HA8 6JB 

Space City Gerry Anderson convention. 
10th-12th September 1993. Dean Park 
Hotel, Watford, London (as seen in 
UFO). Details (send SAE): Space City, 
Fanderson, PO Box 93, Wakefield, West | 
Yorks. WF1 1XJ 

Lightspeed ’93 Star Trek Next Genera- 
tion convention, Leeds Hilton, 1 7th-1 9th 
September. Guests, videos, competi- 
tions, dealers and more. For details send 
SAE to: ’Lightspeed 93’, 16 Bramwell ) 
Stret, Eastwood, Rotherham S65 1 RZ 


Remembrance ’93, the Dr Who conven- 
tion that’s guaranteed to be different! For 
more details please send an SAE to 3 
Moorcroft Square, Newton, Hyde, 
Cheshire SKI 4 4LX. Book early - places 
limited. 

Starlight Convention presents Majel 
Barrett Roddenberry and Richard Ar- 
nold, August 20th-22nd 1993, in Hano- 
ver/Germany. For information send 2 
IRCs to: Angela Dargel, Am Graswege 
38, W-3000 Hannover, Germany. 


Wanted 


Any merchandise (books, figures, 
posters, jigsaws, village playsets, 
games etc) on Planet of the Apes and 
Bewitched. Send price and details to 
David Harper, 33 Talbot Road, Rick- 
mansworth, Herts WD3 1HD 


For Sale 


Films £2.99 each, 1 000s new 8 ex-rent- 
al films in stock, exchange your films for 
only 75p each, free list 8 details on 
exchanges, send SAE to: Discount 
Video Services, PO Box 62, Tadley, 
Basingstoke, Hants RG26 5TF 

Star Trek videos- complete CIC clas- 
sic, animated and films. 53 tapes. £150. 
No offers. Marc, 0634245921 after 7pm. 

Video collection for sale Reasonable 
prices. Star Trek, Next Generation, 
Blake’s 7, Quatermas, Star Wars etc. 
Please send SAE for list to: P. Howes, 
72 Highlawn Way, Havant, Hampshire 
P09 5BT 

Original Dr Who prop - handgun from 
Armageddon Factor (damaged). Offers 
invited. May swap for other props, origi- 
nal/replica. (Space 1999 stun-gun?) 
Can send photo. Darren Gregory:- 
(0253) 595300 (Blackpool). 

Classic tv and rare horror on video 
including Avengers, Saint, Baron, Dr 
Who, UFO, Persuaders etc. Rare horror 
including Fulci, Lenzi, Argento. Send 
large SAE for lists. Alan, 24 George 
Street, Morecambe LA4 5SU 


Services 


Sheffield Space Center 33 The Wicker, 
Sheffield, S3 8HS. Tel: (0742) 758905. 
We stock a large selection of Science 
Fiction and Fantasy paperbacks, Ameri- 
can comics, Star Trek material, Doctor 
Who material, etc. Open Monday, Tues- 
day, Thursday, Friday 10am ’til 5pm. 
Saturday 9.00 ’til 5pm. Closed all day 
Wednesday. Please send SAE for list. 

Free Catalogue: Listing hundreds of 
Star T rek, Next Generation, Dr Who and 


other TV and SF subjects. Books, Vid- 
eos, Models etc: send First Class stamp: 
John Fitton (Books and Magazines). 1 
Orchard Way, Hensall, Goole, Northum- 
berside, DN14 ORT. 

The Final Frontier 29 St Nicholas 
Place, Leicester LEI 4LD. Tel: 0533 
514346/7. Leicester’s oldest estab- 
lished specialist shop for STAR TREK, 
US COMICS, FILM/TV products. Send 
SAE for catalogue 8 discount voucher. 

Attention all Film and TV fans! We are 

a mail order service offering two com- 
prehensive catalogues: Film/Film Star 
catalogue - photos, posters, stills, 
books, etc: £1.00. Sci fi/TV Fantasy 
catalogue - books, mags, photos, toys 
and merchandise, etc: £1 .00 or £1 .50 for 
both catalogues:- Fantasy Incorporated 
(T), The Business Centre, Colne Way, 
Watford, Herts. 

All films under £3.00. 1000+ new 8 
ex-rental films always in stock. Ex- 
changes 75p, list 8 details send SAE to 
Discount Video Services, PO Box 62, 
Tadley, Basingstoke, Hants RG26 5TF 

45 page Science Fiction, Superhero 
and Horror action figure toy catalog con- 
taining: Star Wars, Dune, Transformers, 
Universal monsters, Chucky dolls, 
Freddy Kruegger items, Munsters, Ad- 
dams Family etc. Send $3.00 (US funds) 
to: Figures, POBox 19482, Johnston, Rl 
02919, USA. 

New Worlds - Science Fiction special- 
ists. 22 West Parade, Lincoln (0522) 
530069. Comics, books, magazines 
new and secondhand. UK and imports. 
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-4.30. Closed 
Wednesdays. 

Classic and cult tv videosearch Con- 
tacts in Scandinavia, Australia and UK. 
Telephone your interests on 0234 
766939. 


Fanzines 


Paperback. Pulp 8 Comic Collector 
Magazine for fans of SF, Horror, 
TV/Film, Hero, Crime. 100 pages, col- 
our, No.7 includes Dr Who, Weird Tales. 
£2.95 to ZARDOZ, 20 Whitecroft, Dilton 
Marsh, Wiltshire BA13 4DJ 

Stop Messing About! magazine. The 
cult British comedy journal of the Ken- 
neth Williams and Sid James Society. 
£8,50 subscription. Write to Carl St 
John, 27 Brookmead Way, Orpington, 
Kent BR5 2BQ 

Black Orchid Issue 1 . A5 fanzine. Fea- 
tures POWER OF THE DALEKS comic 
strip adaption. Cheques made payable 
to Mark Atkinson for £1 .50; BLACK OR- 
CHID, Moor Lane Farm, Moor Lane, 
Copmanthorpe, York, Yorkshire. 
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Those dashing men from UNCLE! 

D URING the 1960s secret agents 
Napoleon Solo and Iliya 
Kuryakin achieved superstar 
status, and have recently been 
seen again on UK tv screens in re-trans- 
missions of the second season of The 
Man from UNCLE. Considering the 
show’s cult status in the Sixties and the 
frequent tv showings of the eight feature 
films which were, in fact, two-part tv 
stories cobbled together with extra 
footage, the repeat of the series has been 
long overdue. 

Origins 

Initially, The Man from UNCLE owed 
a lot to James Bond. Spies were ‘in’ in the 
early Sixties, interest having been kindled 
by the film Dr No. Bond creator Ian Flem- 
ing was involved in the original discus- 
sions on the programme, but ultimately 
contributed very little, apart from the 
name of the show’s leading character, 
Napoleon Solo — in fact the show’s 
original working title was Solo, a name 
Fleming had used in Goldfinger. Respon- 
sibility for the real development of the 
programme fell to US television 
producers Norman Felton and Sam Rolfe, 
and very soon the show took on a unique 
flavour that owed nothing at all to Flem- 
ing. 

Russian! 

The United Network Command for Law 
and Enforcement was different from all 
other fictional enforcement agencies in 



that it was truly apolitical and dedicated 
to seeking out and stopping crimes of a 
global nature, using state-of-the-art tech- 
nology and highly trained operatives of all 
nationalities. 

In 1964, when the programme was first 
screened, Americans were still suffering 
from severely jangled nerves in the wake 
of the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the 
surprising inclusion of a Russian agent 
upset the sensibilities of the NBC network 
authorities, who wanted the character of 
Iliya Kuryakin axed. 

However, instead of causing ratings to 
drop , the fact that a Russian and an 
American could work together in genuine 
friendship was a positive boost. The fact 

The Karate Killers Sly spies i 


that actor David McCallum also appealed 
to a vast female audience helped as well! 

Operations 

UNCLE had five major headquarters, 
and numerous sub-offices around the 
world, but the show’s action centred on 
the New York HQ which was run by 
Alexander Waverly (No 1 Section 1), an 
elderly Englishman with the onerous 
responsibility of co-ordinating all of 
UNCLE’ s operations in the western hemi- 
sphere. Although Waverly shared equal 
status in the organization with four other 
men, it was implied that he had a small de- 
gree of superiority as he had been desig- 

'cobbled together’ film antics 


the man 

from 

uncie 


Issue 41 


Page 33 





The Yo-Ho-Ho and a Bottle of Rum 
Affair, with added sexism! 

nated the top number in his section. The 
character was played by Leo G Carroll, 
who gave him an absent-minded air which 
often disguised his shrewdness. Answer- 
ing to him were personnel divided into 
eight sections, the most important of 
which was Section 2 — Operations and 
Enforcement. 

Waverly’s chief Enforcement agent 
(Section 2 Number 1 ) was the smooth, ac- 
complished Napoleon Solo — America’s 
answer to Bond, although it is denied that 
Solo was ever supposed to be Bond's 
trans-Atlantic counterpart. However, 
Solo did not work alone, but was 
partnered with the efficient and some- 
times puzzling Russian, Iliya Nickovich 
Kuryakin (Section 2 Number 2). 


The Hot Number Affair Robert Vau( 
then-popular 

Robert Vaughn was chosen to play Solo 
(other candidates were William Shatner 
and James Coburn), and at that time was 
probably best-known for his role as Lee in 
The Magnificent Seven (1960). He gave 
Solo a sophistication and charm that 
equipped him to talk his way smoothly out 
of awkward situations and lure the ladies, 
which unfortunately nowadays makes 
him very much a stereotype of the Sixties' 
spy. This blatent sexism was, however, 
normal for the times and should be viewed 
in this context. 

As a contrast, David McCallum played 
Kuryakin much less flamboyantly. At first 
the Russian was nothing more than “a 
lackey with a suppressed sneeze” 
(McCallum's words), but as the character 


|hn is joined by Sonny and Cher, the 
singing duo! 

began to steal the show he was fleshed out. 
Compared with Solo he was the academic 
(scientifically and linguistically), but 
nonetheless possessed a shy sort of charm. 

Villains and Gadgets 

Villains in UNCLE were always larger- 
than-life, and generally fell into the 
deranged scientist or power-crazed 
egotist categories. 

As a regular opponent, an underground 
organization called Thrush was intro- 
duced, a large group of men and women 
dedicated to world-domination. During 
the course of the series no one intimated 
that Thrush was an acronym for anything, 
but David McDaniel, author of 6 of the 23 
UNCLE books, invented the Technologi- 
cal Hierarchy for the Removal of Un- 
desirables and the Subjugation of 
Humanity. (Incidentally, McDaniel was 
far and away the most accomplished 
writer of the novels, and in The Dagger 
Affair created an intriguing history of the 
origins of both organizations, a subject 
never approached by the programme’s 
writers.) 

In order to combat the evil geniuses of 
Thrush, who had at their disposal a seem- 
ingly limitless supply of money, weapon- 
ry and mad scientists, UNCLE had all the 
latest technology. In fact, the gadgets 
were an integral part of the show’s suc- 
cess. 

Enforcement agents had special guns, 
communicators which, in the early days, 
were disguised as cigarette packets and 
later as pens, thermite bombs hidden in 
empty shoe-heels, and various devices 
concealed in their buttons, shoelaces, ties, 
watches, briefcases and teeth. Perhaps to 
keep up with the Bond films, the UNCLE 



The Monks of St Thomas Affair Iliya Kuryakin is held up by Thrush monks 
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The Fifteen Years Later Affair The men from UNCLE returned for a 
tv movie in 1984 


car was introduced in 1966 — a stream- 
lined, gull-winged vehicle equipped with 
all the latest in laser guns, radar tracking 
and smoke screens. 

UNCLE’S Fortunes 

UNCLE's 3-year, 105-episode run was 
marked by many changes of fortune. It al- 
most failed completely in the ratings at the 
outset, but was saved by a change in time- 
slot. Then super-spy mania took off, and 
UNCLE was there, in the right place, at 
the right time. 

Not only could it capitalize on the 
popularity of the genre, but also it arrived 
when music and tv personalities were at- 
tracting hysterical adulation from 
teenagers all over the world. At the height 
of the show’s success in 1 965 Vaughn and 
McCallum were subjected to scenes verg- 
ing on riot proportions when greeted by 
fans at international airports — a 
phenomenon previously paralleled only 
by receptions accorded to The Beatles. 

Even now, 30 years on, Vaughn and Mc- 
Callum are identified by their roles, and 
the latter has been reported as saying, 
semi-seriously, that his tomb-stone will 
read ‘Here lies Iliya Kuryakin’. 

Still riding the crest of the wave, a spin- 
off series was devised. The Moon glow Af- 
fair was a pilot for The Girl from 
UNCLE and starred Mary Ann Mobley as 
April Dancer and Norman Fell as her side- 
kick Mark Slate. The pilot was received 
well, but the leads were replaced for the 
series proper with Stephanie Powers and 
Noel Harrison. Girl and Man were shown 
on alternate weeks from September 1966 
to April 1967 in the US. 

Humour 

All this success proved to be too heady 
a brew. Another part of the show’s suc- 
cessful formula had been the humour, 
most of it a gentle banter between the two 
lead characters. In the first season it was 
understated, and in the second it became 
more dominant but still relevant, fitting in 
well with the spirit of the series. 

However, when Season Three arrived, 
this fine balance was lost. Misjudging the 
audience’s tolerance for credibility, 
shows were made in which all attempts at 
finding a plot had been discarded, and in 
order to plug this gap it would seem that 
the writers and producers could come up 
with nothing better than slapstick. The 
nadir was reached with The My Friend the 
Gorilla Affair, a ‘Me-Tarzan-You-Jane’ 
spoof with a man in a giant monkey suit! 

Realizing that things had gone too far, 
the producers pulled the show together for 
the fourth season, with a return to more 


sensible plots but with no humour at all. 
The damage had been done, and the show 
was cancelled in mid-season. 

The Return 

This was not the end, though. The 
programme still had a modest but endur- 
ing cull following and many attempts 
were made to resurrect it. After many false 
starts. The Return of the Man from 
UNCLE: The Fifteen Years Later Af- 
fair ( 1 984) was made as a TV movie, with 
Vaughn and McCallum back in their 
original roles, although Leo G Carroll had 
by this time passed away and Number 1 
Section 1 was now Sir John Raleigh, 
another Englishman, played by ex- 
Avengers Patrick McNee. 

In this story, retired agents Solo and 
Kuryakin are called back into service to 
save the world (again) from a nuclear 
bomb threat. Unfortunately the two agents 
are split up for most of the plot, and apart 
from a tongue-in-cheek appearance from 
George Lazenby as ‘JB\ Napoleon's ef- 
forts to re-enter HQ via the tailor’s shop, 
and an amusing scene where McCallum 
plays an “engineer of telephone” the 
humour is conspicuous by its absence. 

Cable channel Bravo showed the black 
and white first season episodes a year or 
so ago, and from this the reason for the 
show’s popularity can be judged. These 
early episodes began with an exciting title 
sequence involving an unknown gunman, 
seen only in shadow, who ultimately fires 
upon Solo, who, it is revealed, is standing 
behind a sheet of glass which cracks from 
the bullet impacts over his heart. This only 
lasted for a few episodes and was replaced 
with a rather less intriguing introduction 
where Solo and Kuryakin are seen enter- 
ing UNCLE Headquarters through Del 


Floria's tailor shop, accompanied by a 
voice-over describing their job and their 
secret organization. The episode that best 
explains UNCLE's security systems is 
The Mad, Mad Tea Party A ffair — a story 
as odd and as entertaining as the title sug- 
gests. 

As a period piece. The Man from 
UNCLE reveals itself today as dated in 
many respects — the women's hairstyles, 
fashions and roles (often outrageously 
sexist), the cars and the cumbersome 
‘modern’ computer banks all betray its 
age, and not very flatteringly. 

But it has a unique spirit and charm that 
gives it a solid foundation — which was 
rocked by the mostly ridiculous third 
season, but, mercifully, not totally 
destroyed by it. 

Deanne Holding 


A short-lived, striking title sequence 
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We continue our exclusive encounter 
with the prolific Next Generation direc- 
tor. 

O NE of the highlights of Star 
Trek: The Next Generation’s 

fifth season was the two-part 
story Unification, probably the 
most hyped episodes in the show’s his- 
tory. Not only did Unification feature the 
long awaited return to television of 
Leonard Nimoy as Spock, but both 
episodes were aired during ‘sweeps’, the 
period in which a programme’s viewing 
figures are used to establish advertising 
rates. With the massive amount of media 
coverage generated by Spock’ s return, the 
two-parter received the highest ratings 
since the series' pilot in 1987. 

Limitations 

For Cliff Bole, who directed Unifica- 
tion, Part II the idea of filming what may 
have been the most publicized episode in 
Star Trek history added even more pres- 
sure to an already tight shooting schedule. 
“There were two factors here,” Bole ex- 


plains. “It was after the season started, and 
while everybody anticipated that it would 
be a high profile show, it was still a 
regularly budgeted show, and we still had 
to do it in the same amount of time. 

“We also had Leonard for just five days, 
which was an added pressure for me. He 
was in a lot of scenes, and there was a lot 
of pressure to get it done.” 

Packing Leonard in 

Ironically, the second part of Unifica- 
tion was filmed before part one, allowing 
Bole to take maximum advantage of 
Nimoy’s five day availability. “We did, 
but unfortunately, we had to keep him in 
one spot for too long. We spent a lot of 
time in a cave if you remember, and that 
was for a reason. Obviously we tried to 
pack Leonard into every scene we could, 
and since we only had him for five days, 
we had to stack it in one spot as much as 
possible. I think that had a lot to do with 
why [writer] Michael Piller is not happy 
with his work on it. He’s being too hard 
on himself, which we all have a tendency 


to do. We came to the cause knowing what 
we had to do, and I think it was a decent 
show. It was nominated for about five or 
six Emmys.” 

High Expectations 

Bole has high praise for Leonard 
Nimoy, and the work they did together. 
“As far as I'm concerned, we got along 
wonderfully. He’s a real professional, and 
as you know, an accomplished director as 
well. He was a great help, and he was al- 
ways there with an idea. Leonard is from 
the old school — I shouldn’t say old; he’s 
from the professional school.” 

Because of the amount of footage shot 
for Unification, Part II, the episode re- 
quired a bit of trimming to bring it down 
to the necessary running time. 

“It didn’t affect the overall show, but 
collectively there was a lot of that, and I 
had a lot to do just as far as shooting it, 
and trying to put Leonard into every pos- 
sible situation. We still only had time to 
put five pounds into a one pound bag.” 

Does Bole think the episode lived up to 



Unification Spock pulls out all the stops for the advertisers! 
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Above: The Perfect Mate Picard finds himself under the mesmeric influence of a beautiful woman — but will her acting 

be up to the job? 

Below: Unification The majority of Spock’s scenes took place in a Romulan cave, enabling as many scenes as possible 

to feature the Vulcan guest character 
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people’s high expectations? "I don't think 
so, no, because of the time element and 
because of Leonard's availability. The 
fans are critical of the show, but it was a 
situation of time. It was a time factor 
where a man was giving something to help 
the show along, and help his own feature 
[Star Trek VI |. We were doing the best 
we could to accommodate him, and do the 
best we could for the show, so I think over- 
all, the episode may have suffered a little 
bit from it, but you know what? It's been 
nominated, so what am 1 saying here?” 


Casting Problems 


The Perfect Mate Kamala sacrifices their love for peace and gives herself to 
the man she was promised to at birth 


Bole also directed The Perfect Mute for 
the fifth season; an interesting episode in 
which Picard is attracted to a beautiful 
mesomorph, who is being used as a wed- 
ding gift to end a centuries-old war. For 
Bole, finding an actress who would seem 
irresistible to men was a difficult task. 

“A beautiful ingenue who can act is 
about as rare as a troy ounce of gold," in- 
sists the director. “It’s very difficult to 
find that combination in the open market, 
because if they are there, they're tied up 
doing a series or something successful. 
It's the toughest thing to cast in the in- 
dustry; a beautiful woman, who has the 
ability to act, who can bring to work some 
tools. I face that seven or eight times a 
year, and 1 think every other director 
does.” 

For the role of Kamala, Bole cast a rela- 
tively unknown actress named Famke 
Janssen, who had the proper physical ap- 
pearance, but may have been a bit inex- 
perienced. 

“I don't think she's done more than two 
shows. She was very new, a gorgeous 
lady, but very monochromatic. She had 


only one dimension as far as delivery, and 
it's tough, because I don't want to hurt her 
in any way, but in order to change that, 
you really need a lot of time, and a lot of 
people think that directors are teachers. 
We're not. We want to be there after that's 
happened. We are not dramatic coaches; 
we don’t have the time and we don’t have 
the luxury. We're a bit more of a one night 
stand as far as drama is concerned than the 
features, where you can spend a lot of 
time, or have a drama coach on the set. In 
television, you have to hit the ground with 
your Nikes on, and hope they're coming 
to work with some tools. If somebody 
doesn’t have them, you have to be very 
judicious, and it's a big challenge.” 

Does the director feel that the attraction 
between Picard and Kamala worked? 

“There might have been that little grey 
area there, because first of all, they spend 


live and a half years building up a stoic 
character of Picard, and all of a sudden 
he’s taken. How do you change that man’s 
character in 42 minutes in order to do that? 
Picard has a lot of structure after five and 
a half years, and you'd think he could see 
it coming. We did the best we could within 
the confines of almost a short story, show- 
ing the audience that he did see it coming 
a couple of times, and hopefully it 
revealed a human side to him." 

Alternate Endings 

Because The Perfect Mute went through 
a number of changes during filming. Bole 
actually shot two endings for the episode. 
“One was a little bit of a dream sequence 
ot Picard, and the other one, which we 
eventually used, played it straightforward, 
which I think was right. It was something 

Unification Spock returns for 5 days! 


The Perfect Mate The oily Ferengi, deliberately played for laughs in this story 
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Realm of Fear Doctor Crusher and Commander Riker search for clues to 
explain the mysterious presence in the transporter 

something a little different this time." 


that we call "pocket film’. If there are 
enough people in the creative decision 
making process who have that many dif- 
ferent ideas or concepts, you might shoot 
a few different endings. It’s not for the 
first time, believe me.” 

Oily 

The episode also had a sub-plot featur- 
ing the annoying Ferengi, who Bole en- 
joyed using. 

"They were my comic relief, or at least 
that’s the way 1 played it. I hope it came 
off that way, because the show needed it. 
That was a ‘B’ line, but it gave us a bit of 
a breather. They were originally written a 
little straight-laced, and I just went the 
other way, making them as comedic as 
possible, because they are. They’re oily 
little bastards; they're kind of the Joe 
Pesci of Space.” 

A One Man Show 

Bole’s latest ST:TNG episode is Realm 
of Fear, the second story of Season Six. 

"It’s a Barclay story. This one’s a little 
bit more of a serious character study than 
Hollow Pursuits. He plays a lot of it by 
himself, and like the one with Gates where 
the ship started to disintegrate [ Remember 
Me], those are tough shows. When one 
person is playing to himself and to a wall, 
there’s no interplay, and it’s tough to sus- 
tain. There’s a lot of that in this episode.” 

As with Remember Me, Bole had to 
work hard in creating fresh camera angles 


Realm of Fear More worries for Reg? 
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to sustain the action in what was essential- 
ly a one man show. 

"You really have to rely a lot on the 
actor's abilities, which are really impor- 
tant. When somebody is going through 
some sort of manic or neurotic experience 
on their own, and they’re not having a 
conversation with anybody but themsel- 
ves, it’s difficult to give it pace and action 
and drama, all the things that add up to 
making a decent scene.” 

Bole was delighted to be doing another 
Barclay story with Dwight Schultz. “1 like 
the Barclay character, and I think he 
would be ideal even to throw into the new 
series [Deep Space Nine].” 

Because Time’s Arrow, the first episode 
of Season Six, went over in terms of time 
and budget, some directors have felt a lit- 
tle more pressure to bring their episodes 
in on time. According to Bole however, 
this was not the case with his latest instal- 
ment. 

“Each show is independent of the other 
budgets, but there are certain times when 
they say, ‘Oh God, this one went too far!’ 
To be really frank, they didn't put a lot of 
pressure on me, but I’ll tell you the reason 
why: it was a one man show, it was 
Dwight Schultz and that was it. I gave it 
everything I could, and yet there was no 
way I could go over on it. There weren’t 
35 Klingons and big sets and the whole 
thing. It was basically one man dealing 
with himself through the whole episode, 
so 1 didn't have that problem.” 

There’s an unusual effect in Realm of 
Fear, but Bole is reluctant to give the 
game away for those who haven’t seen the 
episode yet. “I think I’d be yelled at if I 
gave this one away,” the director chuck- 
les. “It involves the transporter situation, 
something which has been in just about 
every other show. We’re going to do 


Future Plans 

At the time of the interview. Bole had 
another ST:TNG episode booked, fol- 
lowed by plans to turn his attention to 
other projects for the immediate future. 

“I’m going to be doing Space Rangers 
and another show called Jack’s Place. 
I’m also doing Malibu High." 

Although Bole would like to get in- 
volved with the new Deep Space Nine, 
his schedule is booked up for the time 
being. As for ST:TNG he hopes to do 
more episodes in the future. 

"What I love about this particular show, 
some of it is the people and some of it is 
selfish. The selfish part is I get so tired of 
getting in a van, going down to Los An- 
geles, and picking out an intersection by a 
drug store for a car chase and an ex- 
plosion. To be in our own environment on 
the lot, which was the original concept of 
doing motion pictures, is areal joy for me. 

"I’ve always been a Science Fiction fan. 
2001 . 1 11 never forget. I wasn’t that big a 
fan of the original Star T rek. I knew what 
Gene was trying to do, and I enjoyed that 
aspect of it, but I felt visually it was 
cardboard. I could sense the limitations, 
and I knew why they were there, but I 
think this show is so far superior to it that 
I don’t think they can be compared, other 
than the fact that it was ground work.” 

For Cliff Bole, being a fan of Science 
Fiction means that ST:TNG will always 
be a labour of love. 

“1 will honestly put Science Fiction at 
the top of my list,” he declares, “for the 
visual challenge, and the fun of doing it. 
There really aren’t any parameters; it’s 
just great fun.” 


Joe Nazzaro 
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